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August 2025 Chair’s Message
by 2025 GACC Chair Dianne Leonard

As we are entering the “dog days of summer”

I hope that you are able to enjoy the shade
of our beautiful tree canopy here on the
Greater Avenues and that you are enjoying
the longer days and warm evenings.

I want to thank those of you who have

taken time to let me know what living on
the Avenues means to you. We are using your thought as
we craft our vision statement and for the Greater Avenues
Community Plan update One of our strengths is in the way
we pull together to volunteer and get things done.

We are very fortunate that we have a Iarﬁe group of dedi-
cated neighbors who come together each September to

put on the premier neighborhood Street Fair in Salt Lake
City. It takes close to 140 volunteers to make the Street Fair
happen. We have a core group of volunteers that have been
meeting for several months now to plan and prepare. Our
volunteer coordinator is working with all the committees to
help ensure that they have the folks they need to make the
day run smoothly. In this newsletter you will see a plea to
volunteer.

| was fortunate to meet a neighbor while walking who
reminded me that not everyone has access to online sign-
ups and may not be able to connect virtually to volunteer. |
invite you to attend our August meeting in person and we
will have a computer available for you to sign up or if you
prefer we will have a paper sign up that you can give us your
name and phone number so we can get you signed up. We
need you all!

For those of you who would like to do something to help our
neighborhood but volunteering at the street fair may not

be a |E])Iace you would like to give your time, there are lots

of other ways to get involved. Our Service Committee has
recently polled the schools that serve our students and will
be working on ways to get the community involved to help
meet their needs. One need that families who have students
in our schools face is the cost of school lunches. We have
school lunch debt at all of our neighborhood schools. If you
have the means, consider contacting the one of the Avenues
schools or feeder schools and paying off some of the lunch
debt.

Our Grants Committee is seeking applications for projects
that will benefit our neighborhood as well. We will hear this
month about a CIP project that is being proposed that will
benefit the Avenues community for years to come. There are
so many ways to get involved. | realize that many of you are
involved in ways that | may never know and | thank you for
that. There are so many ways that we give back.

Last night | had the opportunity to stand in an urban farm
field and watch the fireflies as they danced and whirled
along. It was a magical moment and reminded me that even
in a field next to a hotel in an urban area there is beauty if
we look for it. | hope that this month brings you moments of
awe and wonder.

We have an amazing community and it is great to hear from
you with concerns and questions about how to make our
lives better. Please continue to reach out to me with ques-
tions or concerns. gaccchair@slc-avenues.org. Dianne

Community Meetings

GACC Community Meeting - August 6 - Hybrid

The August 6 GACC meeting will be held at the Sweet
Branch Library, and on Zoom at 6 pm. The Zoom link will
be posted at 5 pm on August 6 at www.slc-avenues.org.

GACC Board Meeting - August 13 - Hybrid

The August 13 Board Meeting will be held at the Sweet
Branch Library, and on Zoom beginning at 6 pm. If you
need the Zoom link or special accommodations you can
contact Dianne Leonard at gaccchair@slc-avenues.org.

August 6th Community Meeting Agenda

Welcome and Announcements—
GACC 2025 Chair Dianne Leonard

6:00-6:10 pm

6:10-7:10 pm Community Reports—

City Council, County Council,

Salt Lake School Board, SLC Mayor’s
Office, SLPD, Fire Department,

Sweet Library

7:10-7:20 pm CIP Proposal—

Lindsey Rose Garden

7:20-7:40 pm 1300 East/University District
Circulation Study; Bike and
Pedestrian Safety on the
Avenues—Kyle Irvin, Salt Lake City

Transportation Planner

7:40-7:45 pm Open Forum

7:50 pm Adjourn and Clean Up

Board Spotlight—Tracy Lewis

My family and | are long-term
residents of the Avenues. | am
currently helping with the Avenues
Street Fair and the GACC Service
Committee. | am excited to be a part
of the GACC board this year to serve
this wonderful community.


https://avenuescouncil.org/
https://avenuescouncil.org/
mailto:gaccchair@slc-avenues.org
mailto:gaccchair@slc-avenues.org
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District 3 City Council Update by Chris Wharton
Hello Neighbors,

Thank you to everyone who joined me for
the “Spill the Tea in District 3” gathering in
June! | truly value these moments to con-
nect, listen, and have open conversations
about what matters most to you. I'm plan-
ning the next gathering for September—
stay tuned for the invitation!

In June, | also had the chance to meet with Project
Managers from our Public Utilities Department to learn
more about the South Temple Sewer Upsizing Project.

It was an insightful experience, and I'm happy to report
that the project—using a trenchless method to minimize
disruption—is on track for completion in October.

In July, the City Council tackled several key items, includ-
ing adopting the Mixed-Use Consolidation Zoning
Ordinance, approving a Zoning Map Amendment at

128 North N Street, and advancing discussions on the
Ballpark NEXT Community Design Plan. There's more to
come this month, so please don't hesitate to reach out
with any questions, concerns, or ideas.

Chris.Wharton@slc.gov
801-535-760

City Transportation Projects Update by Kyle Irvin

The Salt Lake City Transportation Division is excited to
share updates about transportation projects that may
interest Avenues residents, including the 1300 East/
University District Circulation Study. This study focuses
on the neighborhood west of The University of Utah,
from South Temple to 500 South and University Street to
1100 East.

The project aims to enhance mobility for all modes of
travel, including walking, driving, biking, and public tran-
sit. It will also focus on enhancing safety at intersections
and crosswalks, as well as improving the management of
parking and traffic. A key goal is to strengthen connec-
tions between the university, local businesses along 200

South and 1300 East, and the surrounding neighborhood.

Please contact Kyle Irvin, Transportation Planner, at
kyle.irvin@slc.gov with any questions.

ADU Discussion by Dianne Leonard

In Plan Salt Lake, the new document guiding growth in Salt

Lake City, there is a goal of 10,000 new housing units in
the city. One of the housing options that is being pro-
moted is increasing the number of ADUs in the city. We
would like to have a community discussion about ADU's,

their permitted uses (AIR BnB is NOT a permitted use), and

the process of building, converting space for, or register-
ing one. | am looking for stories from residents of the
Greater Avenues Community regarding their experience
building, converting existing structures or parts of homes
to an ADU. | want to hear from those that were successful
as well as those who either changed their mind or were
denied permits to create ADU space.

We would like to invite any who are interested to share
their stories at a future meeting when we have represen-
tatives from the city to participate in this discussion. If
you have any experience but would rather not share your

story in a public forum | would still like to have your story to

include in the narrative. Please email me gaccchair@ sic-
avenues.org with questions or to share your story.
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Community input sought for forthcoming
Land Use Plan from SLC Planning
By Jim Jenkin, Chair, Land Use Committee

The Planning Staff of SLC is currently updating the Land
Use Plan for the Greater Avenues, under the name of
the Avenues Community Plan Update. The City's man-
date is to bring existing zoning in the historically and
geographically diverse Avenues into alignment with the
City's general policies. The Current Avenues Masterplan
was written in 1987 and is considered outdated; it can
be found here: https://www.slcdocs.com/Planning/
MasterPlansMaps/Aves.pdf

Information on the current effort is posted on

the Planning site at: https://www.slc.gov/plan-
ning/2025/05/29/avenuesplan-update/ and the Planning
Staff's email for comments is: avenuesplan@sic.gov

There are currently three things that Greater Avenues
residents can do to have input on this continuing plan-
ning effort:

1. Read and comment on the initial document: “Avenues
Community Plan, Existing Conditions Report” which can
be downloaded from the link above.

2. Take the Planning Division’s survey, also found on the
page linked above.

3. Read PlanSaltLake which can be found here:
https://www.slcdocs.com/Planning/Projects/
PlanSaltLake/final.pdf

We expect a draft plan this month, so watch the
Planning site and comment when it comes out. The
publishing of a draft plan will trigger the start of a
45-day Public Comment Period.

Jim Jenkin, Chair, Land Use Committee, 801.300.9018

Mental wellness
takes a team.

Learn more

2 1} Intermountain | about
Health ntermountain
Behavioral
Health here:

LDSHospital.org



https://www.slcdocs.com/Planning/Projects/PlanSaltLake/final.pdf
https://intermountainhealthcare.org/services/behavioral-health
mailto:Chris.Wharton@slc.gov
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Environmental Tip: Flex Your Power
by Jill Van Langeveld

Stanford research encourages electric

vehicle (EV) users to charge their EVs in

the daytime and at work. In places with

solar and wind power, there tends to be
excess electricity available during the day. And charging at
work can avoid overwhelming local, neighborhood grids.
“We were able to show that, with less home charging and
more daytime charging, the Western U.S. would need less
generating capacity and storage, and it would not waste
as much solar and wind power,” said lead author Siobhan
Powell, mechanical engineering PhD '22.

Even without an EV, the same idea applies to household
appliances. “I save energy by washing dishes and clothes
in the daytime when energy needs are less and power is
less expensive,” said Powell. Most newer machines have

timers so you can set them to run in the middle of the day.

2025-2026 School Year Begins
by Ashley Anderson

A new school year kick-offs on August

19th and students from the Greater

Avenues will be welcomed back to the

Salt Lake City School District at Wasatch

and Ensign Elementary schools, Open

Classroom K-8, SLCSE-Bryant Middle
School, West High School, and other district schools of
their choice.

As the year goes on, | enjoy highlighting positive news
from our schools and classrooms. One way to stay in the
loop? Follow my social media! While | can't speak for the
full board as an individual board member, you can learn
about board meeting topics, see what classrooms are
working on, and celebrate the achievements of our
educators and students.

Find me on Instagram @ashleyforschool-board, on
Facebook @Ashley Anderson and find more School
Board info and links to the Board's social media
channels at https://www.slcschools.org/board-of-
education-home

- Ashley Anderson; ashley.anderson@slcschools.org
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Jewish Community Center, 2 N. Medical Drive, SLC
www.slcjcc.org, (801) 581-0098

Free Outdoor Summer Concert
Wednesday, August 27, 6-8 pm
Salt Lake Sliders Food Truck on Site

Family-friendly event East Lawn.
Bring blankets and chairs.

Community Kindness Program - Winner for
August! by Jenn Beck

Damon Grayson was nominated by his neighbors on 4th
and ] who wish to remain anonymous, for "his kindness
and being a helpful member of the Avenues community.
His grandmother lives in the neighborhood and Damon
is a walker. He often walks by my home on 4th Avenue at
least once a day. Damon is a friendly, outgoing person.
When | am in the yard or sitting on my porch, he always
says hello and often asks if | need anything. I'm in my
70’'s and have taken him up on the offer numerous times
over the years, from helping with garbage bins to lifting
things for me to shoveling snow in an emergency. Thanks
to Damon for being a kind human being and a good
Avenues neighbor."

Damon will receive a $25 gift card to an Avenues busi-
ness of his choice!

This award happens every month! Avenues residents

can nominate others in the community. Each month The
GACC Service Committee will recognize the randomly
chosen winner to receive a $25 gift card from an Avenues
business of their choice!

To submit a nominee:
1) Send an email to Jenn Beck at jennjbeck@gmail.com

2) Provide the name and contact info (phone & email if
possible) for the person being nominated

3) Give a brief description of the service/kindness

Thank you to those who submitted nominations and to
those who serve our community!

Would You Like To Sponsor
Flags At An Intersection?

By Jill Van Langeveld

Over 20 years ago, Salt Lake City

began using Orange Flags to try

to make crossing the street safer.
Pedestrians waving bright orange flags are easier to see
than those not waving flags. Movement and color catch the
eye. There are now over 300 intersections within the city
with flags for pedestrians to grab as they cross the street.

The GACC sponsors the Orange Flag Intersections in our
neighborhood. The city supplies the flag holders and the
GACC provides the orange flags. Thanks to Boy Scout Troop
34 and Zachary Burke's Eagle Project we still have enough
crosswalk flags to last quite a while. Get them at the library.

For pedestrian safety, the Avenues could use more Orange
Flag Intersections. Each intersection must be sponsored

by a resident, meaning you agree to go get flags from the
library and resupply your adopted corner when needed. If
you would like to sponsor an intersection, please contact Jill
Van Langeveld, jill. van@hotmail.com. She will get you the
information needed to be a sponsor and the form to fill out
so the city will install the holders.


https://www.phillips-gallery.com/
https://www.blakeforslc.com/
https://www.slcjcc.org/
mailto:ashley.anderson@slcschools.org
mailto:jennjbeck@gmail.com
mailto:jill.van@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ashleyforschoolboard
https://www.slcschools.org/board-of-education-home
https://www.slcschools.org/board-of-education-home
https://www.slcjcc.org/events/2025/08/27/other-events/free-summer-concert-series/

AUGUST 2025

The City Library ~ &oresaacar

THE SALT LAKE CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM 455 N F Street

Sweet Library August Events by Sharon Robinson
Monday - Thursday - 10:00 am-8:00 pm

Friday & Saturday - 10:00 am-6:00 pm

Sunday - Closed

Used Booksale at Sweet Library with the Friends of the
Library: Saturday, August 9 from 10 am -2 pm

KIDS CALENDAR

Book Baby storytime. Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am.
A fun storytime that encourages playful interactions
between little ones and their caregivers. Ages 0-3

Preschool Storytime. Thursday mornings at 10:30 am.
Stories, rhymes, and fun to help kids get ready to read!
Ages 3-5

A Storytime Celebration. Thursday, Aug 14 at 10:30 am.
Celebrate the end of summer with a special Storytime
Celebration. We'll welcome new friends and say goodbye
to those starting school. Children who attend will receive a
free book to keep!

Playtime. Friday mornings from 10 am - noon. Playtime is
an unstructured time for little ones to play with toys and
make new friends! Drop in anytime between 10am-12 pm.

TEEN CALENDAR (10 years old and up)

Dungeons & Dragons for Beginners: First and third
Tuesday of each month from 6 - 8 pm.

ADULT CALENDAR

Book Club. The Sweet Reads Book Club will meet at 7:00
pm on August 26, 2025 to discuss Invisible Women by
Caroline Criado Pérez. At the end of the meeting, copies of
September’s book, James by Percival Everett, will be
handed out.

Art Exhibit: Join us on Saturday, August 9, 2025 from
4-5:30 pm for the art reception of Michael Peterson, titled
Mostly Prints. Michael lives in Nephi, Utah and enjoys
printmaking, often repeating images in different ways and
sometimes adding other media. The exhibit will be avail-
able to view through September 20, 2025.

Publisher's Statement
This publication is to conduct the business of the
Greater Avenues Community Council (GACC).
Mail correspondence to
GACC, P.O. Box 1679, Salt Lake City, UT 84110.

GACC 2025 Officer and Editor Contacts:

Chair: Dianne Leonard, gaccchair@slc-avenues.org
Chair-Elect: Steve Miller, gaccchairelect@slc-avenues.org
Secretary: Lori Galindo, gaccsecretary@slc-avenues.org
Treasurer: Ryan Kendricks, treasurer@slc-avenues.org
Newsletter: Olivia Christensen, newsletter@slc-avenues.org
Web Newsletter: Barack Williard, website@slc-avenues.org

The GACC web page is www.avenuescouncil.org

Page 4

Salt Lake City’s Homeless Engagement And
Response Team, HEART, coordinates the city’s
response to homelessness in the city. Their work typi-
cally involves outreach services, responding to public
requests for service and administering grants. HEART
hosts monthly Resource Fairs as a means of connecting
individuals experiencing homelessness with needed
resources and services.

The best reporting mechanism to update the City regard-
ing trash, hazardous materials or encampments is
through the MySLC app. Additionally, HEART welcomes
opportunities to engage with community members
regarding their questions and concerns regarding home-
lessness. You can email the team at Heartall@slc.gov.

For additional online information, please yisit
“Salt Lake City Homelessness”, which includes links to
resources and the Public Safety Plan.

City Creek Water Treatment Plant Project
Update - We've Gone Vertical! By Jordan King

We've hit a big milestone at the City Creek Water
Treatment Plant: crews have officially "gone vertical"!
After months of foundational work, they’re now pouring
the vertical concrete walls that will shape the new facil-
ity. Each wall is built by setting up forms, pouring the
concrete, letting it cure, and then removing the forms
to reveal the finished structure. It's detailed work, but a
major sign of progress.

Safety and Access Reminder: The gate at Site 16 may
occasionally be open to allow construction crews and plant
operators through, but the area beyond is still closed to
the public and considered an active construction zone. For
everyone’s safety, please do not go past the gate.

While construction is underway, no cars are allowed in
the canyon, so the usual even/odd day rule is on pause.
Cyclists and pedestrians are allowed in the canyon up to
site #16 on weekends and many holidays. We'll also be at
the Avenues Street Fair again this year for the fourth time.
Come find our booth and say hi! https://www.keepitpurec-
itycreek.com/, Jordan.King@kimley-horn.com


https://services.slcpl.org/
https://www.votechriswharton.com/
https://angelshaulingjunk.com/
https://www.keepitpurecitycreek.com/
mailto:Heartall@slc.gov
mailto:gaccchair@slc-avenues.org
mailto:gaccchairelect@slc-avenues.org
mailto:gaccsecretary@slc-avenues.org
mailto:treasurer@slc-avenues.org
mailto:newsletter@slc-avenues.org
mailto:website@slc-avenues.org
http://www.avenuescouncil.org
https://www.slc.gov/housingstability/contact-us/
https://www.slc.gov/publicsafetyplan/
Michael Hughes
Inserted Text
visit

https://www.slc.gov/housingstability/contact-us/
https://www.keepitpurecitycreek.com/
https://about.slcpl.org/sweet
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Call for Volunteers: Avenues Street Fair
Saturday 9/13 by Joseph "Jurphy" Murphy

The 48th Annual Avenues Street Fair needs your help
(in 2 hour increments)! This annual celebration of our
community can only happen thanks to the effort of our
wonderful volunteers. Use the QR code (scroll down to
the Volunteer section) to sign up for a variety of 2-hour
shifts.

We have a variety of needs from

helping in the children's play area,

to set-up / tear-down, to being a

greeter at our GACC booth.

Reminder: The Street Fair will be

on Saturday September 13 from

9 am - 6 pm and will be located on
8th Avenue from D to K Streets.
www.avenuescouncil.org/street-fair
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The People’s Art Gallery at the Avenues
Street Fair by Kathryn Wright

Artists of all ages and abilities who live on the Avenues
are invited to enter a work in the People’s Art Gallery
at the Avenues Street Fair at no cost. Submissions may
include paintings, drawings, photography, sculpture

or pottery. This year there will be Adult and Youth
People’s Choice Awards selected by Street Fair voters.
Artwork will also be professionally judged and prizes
awarded in age and ability categories.

The deadline for entries is September 5th. The applica-
tion is available at www.avenuescouncil.org/street-fair.

For further information, contact Kathryn Wright at
385-235-9882 or kathrynjwright7@gmail.com.

YOUR EDUCATION-YOUR WAY

Tuition-Free Public School
555 E. 200 S. Salt Lake City, UT 84102 ¢ 801.596.8489 to tour

office@cityacademyslc.org



https://www.bhhsutah.com/agent/sarah-lelis/
https://www.caphillcon.com/
https://continue.utah.edu/osher/
https://www.avenuesonfourth.com/
https://www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/ut/salt-lake-city/agent/gina-koziatek/aid_20910/
https://taxrpo.com/preparer/mark-howell-salt-lake-city-ut/
https://www.phillips-gallery.com/
https://catetcetera.com/
https://www.plumbandcompany.com/agent/mike-evertsen/
https://cityacademyslc.org/
https://cafeonfirst.com/
https://www.sothebysrealty.com/summitsir/eng/associate/820-a-545-4030842/merrilee-morgan?mp_agent=820-a-545-4030842
https://avenuescouncil.org/street-fair/volunteer/
https://avenuescouncil.org/street-fair/
mailto:kathrynjwright7@gmail.com
https://mountainwestcider.com/wine
https://avenuescouncil.org/street-fair/
www.avenuescouncil.org/street-fair
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The Agenda is the monthly newsletter of the Greater Avenues Community Council, and is mailed free to all residents.

Greater Avenues Community Improvement
Grants Available by Peg Alderman

The Avenues Community Improvement Grants
Committee is excited to continue another year of grant
awards. Last year Steve Boulay and his neighbors
received the first ever Community Improvements
Grant. They repaired their green lampposts and fitted
them with an appliance made by Felt Lighting that con-
centrates the light directionally and downward in order
to improve the dark sky status of the neighborhood.
Their efforts are just the beginning! Do you live on a
block with the green lampposts? Would your block like
to help continue this throughout the Aves? Or maybe
you have a different project that you think will enhance
Greater Avenues. Scan the QR code below or go to
https://avenuescouncil.org/project/grants/ to apply for
community improvement funds.

Applications are now being
accepted and will continue to
be accepted through the end
of 2025 or until all funds of
our $3000 budget have been
dispersed. You can email us at
www.greateravenuesgrants@
gmail.com with any questions.

Salt Lake County Council Update
by Jiro Johnson

It is a pleasure to represent the
Greater Avenues community as the
new County Council Member for
District 1! Even though I've only been
in office for about a month, I'm doing
everything | can to make good on my

campaign promises. To that end | am working on the
County budget to dramatically increase the number of
case managers and social workers available throughout
the criminal legal system, to address substance use
and mental health disorders that usually co-occur for
our unhoused population. Data from states like
Michigan and programs here in Salt Lake County
demonstrate that these roles are effective at reducing
interactions with the police and reducing crime.
Particularly when the unhoused have case managers
help them through the criminal legal system and
coordinate with community partners for contin-ued
treatment and medication assistance.

I'm looking forward to getting to know the Greater
Avenues community as | continue to grow in this role;
I am so happy to be serving you.

Jiro Johnson, County Council District 1, 385-468-7454,
Jjjohnson@saltlakecounty.gov

GACC Community Meeting
Wed., August 6th - 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Sweet Branch Library and Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89576201171
Meeting ID: 895 7620 1171, Passcode: 974561

Mountain Biking Teams in the SLC Foothills

by Lucas St John, East High Mountain Bike Team

You may have seen groups of mountain bikers riding in
the local Foothills. These groups might be part of a high
school mountain bike team.

Mountain bike teams are great ways to get out into the
mountains and be part of a community. | have been on
the East High Mountain Bike Team for four years and
have enjoyed it all along.

Through practices and races a strong community is built
with everyone enjoying the beauty of nature while
making strong friendships along the way.

If you ever see us out on the trail don't be afraid to say
hello, because we love sharing trails with other bikers,
runners and hikers.

Avenues Street Fair Featured Artist Trevor Dahl In The
News with his “Storytelling: The Breath of Life" displays on
the front windows of the Eccles Theater downtown. This
mural represents a visual journey through the long arc of
storytelling itself, from the earliest spoken myths to the
threshold of the digital future. Storytelling, in this arc,
becomes a mirror of our own transformation as a species -
and as the mural reaches the present moment, it invites
reflection on where our collective imagination, and our
society itself, may be headed next.

Throughout, figures and symbols flow together across time,
all connected by the shared breath of imagination - a
reminder that even as our tools change, the soul of
storytelling endures.

Plan to see Trevor's booth at the Avenues Street Fair on
September 13th - he will be on 8th Avenue between G and
H Street near the GACC booth. See more of his work at
https://www.instagram.com/goodhappystuff/
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