
November
2025

Vol. XXXVIII
Issue 11

REPRESENTING THE AVENUES AND FEDERAL HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOODS OF SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

www.slc-avenues.org

November Chair’s Message
by 2025 GACC Chair Dianne Leonard
Happy November to you all. I am look-
ing forward to our meeting this month.
Actually, I look forward to our meeting
each month. As we plan and prepare
each month for the information we pres-
ent, there is always a slight chance that
the agenda may change. This month we

will have a Legislative update from our State and Federal
elected ocials. We will have the Greater Avenues
Community Council election or our 2026 Board. We vote
annually for our Area representatives and we vote for our
new Chair-elect. Treasurer and Secretary are also voted on
annually although those positions do not have term limits.
This year we have two excellent candidates for Treasurer,
Lexi Hogan and Larry Perkins. We will vote or Treasurer by
paper ballot for those at the library and via zoom chat for
those joining us via zoom. There will not be advance voting
by email or text and the votes will be tallied at the meeting
and the full 2026 Board announced at the conclusion of the
meeting. The incoming Chair, Steve Miller, was elected last
year and has served this year as Chair-elect and I will rotate
to Immediate Past Chair. The work o the GACC is a team
efort and we have had a wonderul team that you will get
to vote on this year.
Speaking of elections, we soon will have results for our
City Council election. Last month we had an opportunity to
hear from our City Council Candidates at the Marmalade
Library in a orum co-hosted by the GACC, Capitol Hill, and
Fairpark Community Councils. The planning committee did
an excellent job!
On our website, https://avenuescouncil.org there is always
information that we don’t receive in time for inclusion in
the newsletter or that is brought to our attention outside
of the newsletter cycle. One of the professors in City and
Metropolitan Planning at the University of Utah, Andrew
Hong, is working on a study looking at Transportation
Safety in our neighborhood. There is a link in this newslet-
ter to take the survey and participate in this study. There is
more information on the website.
Paul Walton and the Service Committee are helping with
an annual sock drive. At our November and December
meetings we will have a box available for donations of new
socks to be distributed to those is need during the winter
months.
Our Wildre committee would like to remind you that
there is an app that you can download on your phone for
updates about wildres and re related inormation. The
app is called Watch Duty: Wildfre Maps. The work on insur-
ance and the city wildre/urban interace is ongoing.
I hope that you all have a safe and Happy Halloween
and that you will join us on November 5 or our GACC
Community meeting.

NOVEMBER 5TH
COMMUNITY MEETING AGENDA

6:00 pm Welcome

6:02-6:30 pm Legislative Updates

6:30-6:40 pm Announcements
GACC 2025 Chair Dianne Leonard

6:40-6:55 pm GACC Election

6:55-7:40 Community Reports
City Council, County Council,
Salt Lake School Board, SLC Mayor’s
Ofce, SLPD, Fire Department,
Sweet Library

7:40-7:50 pm Open Forum

7:50 pm Adjourn and Clean Up

GACC Community Meeting - November 5 - Hybrid
The GACC meeting will be held at the Sweet Branch
Library, and on Zoom at 6 pm. The Zoom link will be
posted at 5 pm on Nov. 5 at www.avenuescouncil.org.
GACC Board Meeting - November 12 - Hybrid
The Board Meeting will be held at the Sweet Branch
Library, and on Zoom beginning at 6 pm. If you need
the Zoom link or special accommodations you can
contact Dianne Leonard at gaccchair@slc-avenues.org.

COMMUNITY MEETINGS

Board Member Spotlight—
Michael and Jennifer Hughes
Jennier served as GACC board
member and newsletter editor for
a number of years, and works at
Wasatch Elementary. Michael has
served as Chair, Treasurer, or board
member since 1999, and has served
on the newsletter, webpage, street

fair, community garden and other committees. They
are proud to call the Avenues their home, raising their
daughter Cassie and son Drew, and they look forward
to continuing their service to the community.

https://avenuescouncil.org/
https://avenuescouncil.org/
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District 3 City Council Update by Chris Wharton
This season feels especially meaningful as
I share it with our little one, reecting on
the importance of family, community, and
holiday traditions. I’m also deeply grateful
for the trust you've placed in me over the
past eight years to serve our community.
Though things are slowing down for the
holidays, I’d still love to hear from you.

Please join us at the upcoming City Council Meetings on
November 18th and 25th at 7:00 PM. Details on atten-
dance and public comment are available at:
https://www.slc.gov/council/agendas/.
A quick reminder: short-term rentals are not permitted
in any City zones except for licensed hotels, motels, and
B&Bs. These rules help maintain afordable housing or
families, aging residents, and our workforce. For ques-
tions or to report a short-term rental call (801)535-7225.
Lastly, Wasatch Elementary and Salt Lake City are host-
ing a transportation-focused community meeting on
November 20th, 5:30–6:30 pm. City staf will be there to
discuss local projects and gather your feedback.
Happy and safe Thanksgiving, Chris

Legislative Update by Sen. Todd Weiler
On October 6, 2025, the legislature met in special session
and passed a dozen bills. One of them included a new
congressional map for the 2026 elections.
Voters passed Prop 4 in 2018, but it had several defects.
The Legislature replaced it with bipartisan support in
2020 with SB 200. Congressional maps drawn in 2021 fol-
lowed SB 200, not Prop 4. Judge Gibson ruled last August
that replacing Prop 4 was unconstitutional. After waiting
8 months to rule, she ordered compliance with Prop 4
on a 30-day schedule — leaving very little time for public
input. Ordinarily there would be two dozen hearings
held across the state.
Prop 4 bans “undue partisan favoritism” but never
dened how to measure partisan symmetry. Judge
Gibson ruled that the Legislature is entitled to do so,
which Senator Brammer’s bill accomplished. It employs
three national standards that have been used in national
redistricting cases. It quanties airness, ensures trans-
parency, and gives courts a neutral benchmark.

2026 GACC Board and Ofcer Candidates
by Joseph "Jurphy" Murphy
Please join us at our November Community meeting to
vote to approve the below individuals who want to volun-
teer serving our Community
Ofcers Candidates

Chair-Elect: Amy Merritt-Smith
Secretary: Jenn Beck
Treasurer: Larry Perkins* and Lexi Hoggan*
(paper and Zoom paper ballot)

Board Candidates (voted as a slate)
1. Canyon Rd / West Avenues: Allie Palmer,
Jill Van Langeveld, Jim Jenkin, Lori Gallindo,
Ryan Kendrick
2. Ensign: Blake McClary, Catherine Dillon*, Dave
Jennings*, Heather Hubbard, Hilary Jacobs,
Jenn Beck, Kathryn Wright, Larry Perkins*, Paul
Walton, Tatyana Kuzmenko*
3. Northcrest: Carlton DeTar, Craig Provost,
Nate Brunner*
4. Mideast Avenues: Cheryl Hostetter, JoAnn
Whirledge*, Dianne Leonard, Kati Miller*, Lindsey
Romaniello*, Michael Hughes
5. Midwest Avenues: Charlie Vandel*
6. Lindsey Gardens: Courtney Henley, David
Berg, Dylan Gonzalez*, Joseph "Jurphy" Murphy,
Lexi Hoggan*, Merrilee Morgan
7. Eastern Avenues:Michelle Shuttleworth*
8. Arlington Hills: Amy Merritt-Smith
9. Federal Heights: Gene Fitzgerald, Gwen
Springmeyer, Steve Miller

* New to GACC Board

Interested in Transportation Safety?
The University of Utah City and
Metropolitan Planning Students are
studying trac patterns and crash saety
in our neighborhood! Scan the QR code to
participate in a short survey.

https://www.slc.gov/council/agendas/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/craig-j-lelis-3904b919
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SLC School Board Update
by Ashley Anderson
Every November, the National Education
Association celebrates American
Education Week to show appreciation or
public school districts across the country.
Consider supporting our schools in the
Greater Avenues on November 17-21!

Monday 11/17: write a letter sharing the value of public
school with a local representative or newspaper
Tuesday 11/18: volunteer for a PTA, give time or resources
to a secondary school pantry, or contribute to the Salt
Lake Education Foundation or a program you care about
Wednesday 11/19: thank an Education Support
Proessional like a school custodian, child nutrition staf,
or school secretary for the work they do
Thursday 11/20: learn about our local associations, SLEA
and UEA
Friday 11/21: consider being an “Educator or a Day” by
applying for the substitute pool
If you are looking for other ways to support public school,
or have ideas for the school board, please reach out to
me any time at ashley.anderson@slcschools.org

Wildre Mitigation Project on Avenues Foothills
and Memory Grove by Kathryn Wright
The Rocky Mountain Power ( RMP) Wildre Mitigation
Project’s nal phase is being conducted this Fall between
September and December. There are temporary closures
or the Shoreline Trail East City Creek, Bonneville Blvd
Trailhead, lower City Creek loop and the Freedom Trail.
Diferent equipment and techniques such as helicopters
and spider cranes/ excavators are to be used to minimize
the impact on Memory Grove Park and the oothills. Signs
are posted indicating closures. Updates are posted on the
Rocky Mountain Power project webpage at
https://www.pacifcorp.com/transmission/transmission-
projects/oothills-wildfre-mitigation.html, and trail clo-
sure alerts are on the City Creek Water Treatment Plant
page at https://www.keepitpurecitycreek.com/.
Contact SLC Public Lands for more information at
PublicLands@slcgov.com.

Moose Musings
By Hilary Jacobs
The moose, one of our many
foothills neighbors, is the
second-largest land animal in
North America. Seven feet tall
at the shoulder and weighing
up to 1,500 pounds, these soli-

tary browsers are easily recognized by their thick brown
coats, huge antlers, and long faces. Fans of diverse
vegetation and fruits, moose munch their way through
forests, walking on their hind legs to reach tender high
branches and even diving to access deep-water plants.
Their keen sense of smell helps them locate water and
snow-covered food, and their sensitive prehensile upper
lip can grasp and strip mouthfuls of leaves. They are
also excellent swimmers. Their hooves splay to facilitate
travel on land and in water, and moose are the only
members of the deer family with nostrils that close for
aquatic browsing. While not typically aggressive, moose
are powerul and can be unpredictable. Enjoy them
from afar, always respecting their space.

Land Use Issues Update by Jim Jenkin
Land use issues afecting the Avenues continue to move
through Salt Lake City government, with a Salt Lake
City Council Work Session on the RMF-35 zoning update
(ocially RMF-35 and RMF-45 Multi-Family Zoning Text
Amendment) on Tuesday, 7 October. The recorded
session is available at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_0qhYw3RrB8 including a presentation by the
Planning Department. This proposal would allow reduc-
tions in the distance buildings can be built from the
property line in the areas of the lower Avenues zoned
RMF-35. Planners consider this zone to be stagnant and
seek to increase development in the zone. This should
be of particular interest to the owners of historic homes
along the sections of First and Second Avenue that are
zoned for multi-family buildings. See the City’s Zoning
Map at https://maps.slc.gov/mws/zoning.htm for details.
The Land Use Committee also addressed City Planners
writing the Avenues Community Plan (https://www.slc.
gov/planning/2025/05/29/avenuesplan-update/ ) with the
hope that any future rezoning of the LDS Hospital area
would continue with the low impact “park-like” inter-
facing that the neighbors now experience. See more
Avenues Land Use info at https://avenuescouncil.org/
project/land-use/.

Thanksgiving Devotional
Thursday, November 27th, 2025, 9 am,
LDS Chapel, Fairax Rd and Virginia St.

Guest speaker: Dr. Sidni Lloyd-Shorter
PsyD, President and CEO, Utah Black
Chamber of Commerce

Music by the Salt Lake Avenues Community Choir.
All are invited, free admission.

Legislative Update by Sen. Jen Plumb
Thank you to everyone who has reached out to me
about redistricting. This is one of the most important
issues our state is facing, and hearing from you has
made me reect on the principle o representation.
Right now, many Utahns eel that their voices aren’t
being heard, and I know the actions of the legislature
have made it hard to trust us. That deeply troubles
me. Recently, SB 1011 and SB 1012 (Map C) passed,
along party lines. Redistricting is complex, with many
technical considerations, but at the core, the message
from the people is clear: Prop 4 passed. That is what
Utahns want, and anything that limits or changes it is
not honoring your voice. As we watch the next steps
unfold in court, I am reminded how fortunate we are to
have three branches of government to safeguard our
democracy.
As I prepare for the legislative session, I am thinking
carefully about the issues that matter most to you. If
there are policies concepts you would like to discuss,
please reach out at jplumb@le.utah.gov.

https://www.pacificorp.com/transmission/transmission-projects/foothills-wildfire-mitigation.html
https://www.keepitpurecitycreek.com/
https://avenuescouncil.org/project/land-use/
https://www.slc.gov/planning/2025/05/29/avenuesplan-update/
https://maps.slc.gov/mws/zoning.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0qhYw3RrB8
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Sweet Library October Events
Monday - Thursday - 10:00 am-8:00 pm
Friday & Saturday - 10:00 am-6:00 pm
Sunday - Closed
All Branches are closed all day on Monday, November 3 as
well as Thursday, November 27 and Friday, November 28.

KIDS CALENDAR
Book Baby storytime.Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am.
Preschool Storytime. Thursday mornings at 10:30 am.
Playtime. Friday mornings from 10 am - noon.

TEEN CALENDAR (10 years old and up)
Dungeons & Dragons for Beginners: First and third
Tuesday of each month from 6 - 8 pm.

ADULT CALENDAR
Art Reception. An art reception for the art exhibit The
Domains o the Mystical by Marwan W. Nahle will be held
on Saturday, November 8 from 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm.
Book Club. The Sweet Reads Book Club will meet at 7 pm
on November 25, 2025 to discuss Alexander Hamilton by
Ron Chernow. November’s meeting will be the last meet-
ing or 2025. We will resume meeting in January 2026!

www.slcpl.org
801-594-8651
455 N F Street

Publisher's Statement
This publication is to conduct the business of the
Greater Avenues Community Council (GACC).

Mail correspondence to
GACC, P.O. Box 1679, Salt Lake City, UT 84110.

GACC 2025 Ofcer and Editor Contacts:
Chair: Dianne Leonard, gaccchair@slc-avenues.org

Chair-Elect: Steve Miller, gaccchairelect@slc-avenues.org
Secretary: Lori Galindo, gaccsecretary@slc-avenues.org
Treasurer: Ryan Kendricks, treasurer@slc-avenues.org
Newsletter: Olivia Christensen newsletter@slc-avenues.org

Online Newlsetter: Thank you Barack Williard
The GACC web page is www.avenuescouncil.org

Salt Lake Avenues Community Choir –
12th Annual Holiday Concert Series
The Salt Lake Avenues Community Choir (SLACC), a 100-
member, all-volunteer, non-denominational choir, will
present its 12th Annual Holiday Concert Series at Libby
Gardner Concert Hall, Tuesday, December 16, at 6:30 pm
and 8:30 pm. Both performances are expected to draw
full audiences.

Free tickets became available November 1st at
avenueschoir.com or by scanning the QR code below.

This year’s program blends sacred and secular holiday
music, featuring choir and solo performances. Audiences
will enjoy a rich variety of instruments, including violin,
harp, mandolin, guitar, bass, percussion, organ, bagpipes,
and a piano solo. Artistic Director Peggy de Azevedo
notes, “Our singers’ dedication and generosity shine
through every perormance. We know this year’s audi-
ences will be delighted.”

SLACC is a nonprot 501(c)(3) dedicated to
building community and celebrating diver-
sity through the power of music. Donations
welcome at avenueschoir.com.

Community Kindness ProgramWinner or October
by Jenn Beck
Our winner has requested to remain anonymous. They
were nominated for their service to the community for
nearly 30 years as a public servant and or their eforts to
maintain justice and respect in the Avenues. This person
was nominated by a family member who is grateful to
them or their "long-standing tradition o giving back to
the community". We thank this Avenues resident or their
service.
SUBMIT NOMINATIONS FOR FUTURE AWARDS!
We know that there are members o our community that
are quietly going about doing good. LET THEM KNOW
YOU NOTICE!
We draw a winner or this award every month and we
really love highlighting the amazing acts of kindness and
service in our community. Nominate your neighbors,
friends, teachers - anyone who is showing care and
respect through their service in our community. Winners
receive a $25 gift card to an Avenues business of their
choice!
To submit a nominee:
1) Send an email to Jenn Beck at jennjbeck@gmail.com
2) Provide the name and contact info (phone & email if
possible) for the person being nominated
3) Give a brie description o the service/kindness
Thank you to those who submitted nominations and to
those who serve our community!

Jewish Community Center
2 N. Medical Drive, SLC | www.slcjcc.org | (801) 581-0098
Hannukah Market: November 16, 12-5 pm.
Free and open to the public
Rock Steady Boxing Classes:Mondays & Thursdays
11 am. Fitness classes addressing the symptoms of
Parkinsons. Check web for pricing.
Swim Lessons and Swim Club:Monthly sign-up for
classes

https://www.slcjcc.org/
https://services.slcpl.org/
https://services.slcpl.org/
https://www.avenueschoir.com/
https://slacc.app.neoncrm.com/forms/10
https://www.avenueschoir.com/
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Each ofce is independently owned and operated.

L O C A L  E X P E R T I S E ,
G L O B A L  R E A C H

Safety Grade

“A”
12x in a row!

When you need care, you are in the best and safest 
hands at LDS Hospital!

LDS Hospital

/LDSHospital

/Intermountain

/IntermtnHealthcare *Data based on publicly reported CMS data.

https://taxrpo.com/preparer/mark-howell-salt-lake-city-ut/
https://www.davidforslc.com/
https://www.phillips-gallery.com/
https://www.phillips-gallery.com/
https://www.coldwellbankerhomes.com/ut/salt-lake-city/agent/gina-koziatek/aid_20910/
https://www.electliddy.com/
https://www.plumbandcompany.com/agent/mike-evertsen/
https://catetcetera.com/
https://cafeonfirst.com/
https://www.caphillcon.com/
https://www.votechriswharton.com/
https://www.sothebysrealty.com/summitsir/eng/associate/820-a-545-4030842/merrilee-morgan?mp_agent=820-a-545-4030842
https://cityacademyslc.org/
https://www.blakeforslc.com/


GACC Community Meeting
November 5th - 6:00 pm

Sweet Branch Library and Zoom

Cemetery Tree Planting November 15th, 9 am
Come join the Friends of the Salt Lake City Cemetery
in a volunteer tree-planting event on Saturday, Nov 15.
We’ll meet at 9 am at the Sexton’s House on the corner
o 4th Avenue and N Street. We’ll plan to be through by
noon. All tools will be provided. Bring gloves and wear
sturdy shoes.
In September of 2020, a huge windstorm blew through
Salt Lake City and knocked down over 270 trees in the
Salt Lake City Cemetery. The Cemetery was closed for
over 6 months while staf determined the damage and
mitigated potentially unsafe conditions from the fallen
trees. In November of 2021, the Cemetery received
accreditation as an Arboretum, which was named the
Mark Smith Memorial Arboretum, after the long-time
Sexton who died in 2019.
Since that time, volunteers have replanted over 250
trees, which means at this upcoming event, we will
have replaced all the trees lost in the windstorm! These
eforts have been led by the Friends o the Salt Lake
City Cemetery, in partnership with the City’s Urban
Forestry Division and Tree Utah. These trees include
many diferent species which help contribute to the
overall diversity and health of the Arboretum and the
Cemetery’s urban forest.

We’re asking volunteers to pre-register,
so we’ll know how many trees we can
plant. To register, and learn more, please
visit the Friends of the Cemetery website
at https://slc-avenues.org/friends-slc-
cemetery or scan the QR code.

US Congressman Blake Moore, Utah 1st District
Greetings to my ellow Salt Lakers! It’s
been a busy year so far for Team Moore,
and I am grateful to provide an update in
the Greater Avenues community newslet-
ter. Earlier this year, House Republicans
passed the Working Families Tax Cuts,
a signicant piece o tax legislation that

supports Utah's families and businesses. I was grate-
ul to leverage my role on the House Ways and Means
Committee and secure critical wins for our community,
from enhancing the Child Tax Credit to reestablishing
the Research and Development deduction timeline,
from providing additional tax deductions to those
who contribute to charitable causes to introducing
investment accounts for children. This legislation will
empower American workers, grow the economy, and
set the next generation up or success. We’ve intro-
duced several bills in the past few months to address
military housing afordability, acilitate ederal land
exchanges, increase access to breakthrough medical
devices, and much more. This summer, my team was
awarded the Congressional Management Foundation’s
Best of Constituent Service Award! From expediting
passports to navigating veterans benets to resolving
Social Security issues, we’re here to help you with any
federal agency. If you have questions or need assis-
tance, don’t hesitate to reach out by calling my Ogden
oce at 801-625-0107. It’s an honor to serve you, and
I encourage you to sign up for my weekly e-newsletter
and follow along on social media @RepBlakeMoore
Congressman Blake Moore, 202-909-7418
https://blakemoore.house.gov/contact/email-blake
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https://avenuescouncil.org/friends-slc-cemetery
https://blakemoore.house.gov/contact/email-blake



