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COMMUNITY MEETINGS

GACC Community Meeting - December 3 - Hybrid
The GACC meeting will be held at the Sweet Branch
Library, and on Zoom at 6 pm. The Zoom link will be
posted at 5 pm on Dec. 3 at www.avenuescouncil.org.

GACC Board Meeting - December10 - Hybrid

The Board Meeting will be held at the Sweet Branch
Library, and on Zoom beginning at 6 pm. If you need
the Zoom link or special accommodations you can
contact Dianne Leonard at gaccchair@sl/c-avenues.org.

Chair’s December Message
by 2025 GACC Chair Dianne Leonard

As the year winds down, it is amazing to
think back on all the important information
we have shared this year at our meetings.
We've learned about the work of re-writing
our Community Master Plan, new construc
tion and proposed zoning changes, the
installation of some traffic calming mea-
sures, work on the foothills and trailheads, requirements
for properties bordering on wildlands, to name a few. This
year we saw the largest Street Fair to date and were able to
make a substantial contribution to the health and beauty
of Memory Grove. Each year at the December Board
Meeting we outline some proposed topics for our monthly
Community Meetings. This year we identified 20 topics of
interest. Thanks to some pressing topics arising and the
interest and suggestions of the community, we end the
year with 22 topics of interest on the list! We crossed many
off, addressed many in newsletter articles, but thanks to
your suggestions we have seen our list grow. It makes me
so happy we have engaged and curious residents who want
to know more so they can do more!

Our December meeting has a different agenda than most
of our other meetings. We have some business we will
conduct, the 2026 Budget needs to be presented and
approved, the Board leadership changes; we will say good-
bye to some Board members who are leaving and welcome
the 2026 Board. We have the opportunity to look at a GACC
Bylaws revision that has been 2 %2 years in the making. The
Bylaws are posted on our website. Following the business
of our meeting we will adjourn to our Holiday Social. We
have invited our Community Reports presenters to join us
for this hour to mix and mingle with you and answer ques-
tions one-on-one.

This year we teamed up with Fairpark and Capitol Hill
Community Councils to host the candidates for the District
3 City Council seat. The collaboration and community was
amazing. In that vein, Fairpark Community Council is invit-
ing all the Community Councils to participate in a Holiday
Potluck at the Fairpark Deseret Building on December 4
from 6-8pm.

Happy Holidays to you all! Dianne Leonard

DECEMBER 3RD
COMMUNITY MEETING AGENDA

6:00 pm Welcome — Dianne Leonard

6:10-6:12pm  Greater Avenues Community
Kindness Recognition — Jenn Beck
6:12-6:25 pm 2026 Budget Proposal — Ryan Kendrick
2024-2025 GACC Treasurer
6:25-6:40 pm  Bylaws Presentation and
Discussion — Bylaws Committee
6:40-6:45 pm  Adjourn and Change of leadership
6:45-7:40 pm  GACC Holiday Social

Welcome To Our Incoming 2026 GACC Officers

Chair- Steve Miller MD
| am looking forward to serving as Chair
of the Avenues Community Council in
2026. | feel a great love for the Avenues
and the people here. | was born and
raised on the Avenues and attended
Ensign, Bryant and East High School.
| delivered newspapers from 5th-7th Avenue. For the
past 32 years, | have lived in Federal Heights with my
wife, Yasemin. Our five children have all attended SLCSD
Schools. | have loved being an ENT Physician for more
than 30 years and caring for many patients from the
Avenues at my office near South Temple, LDS and Holy
Cross Hospitals. | have lived on the Avenues for nearly
50 years and | look forward to serving the community as
your Council Chair. | hope you will all feel joy and a sense
of belonging as you live in this terrific part of SLC.

Chair-Elect - Amy Merritt Smith

Four years ago, as a new resident of the

Greater Avenues, | appreciated receiv-

ing the informative Agenda Newsletter.

It educated and helped me appreciate

both neighborhood benefits and chal-

lenges. Attending Community and Board

meetings furthered my knowledge

and exposed me to a wonderful com-

munity of talented volunteers serving
the neighborhood. Drawn in, I've chaired the Wildfire
Preparedness Committee the past two years to inform
residents of this threat, and importantly, steps each of
us can take to make our community safer. This past year
| volunteered on the Street Fair Committee and marvel
at how six months of work by a volunteer core group,
and hundreds of event volunteers, creates the Street Fair
attended by 8,000 people. | look forward to serving with
my fellow Executive Board members, and continuing the
tradition of sharing information and devising approaches

to serve the Greater Avenues.


http://www.slc-avenues.org
http://www.avenuescouncil.org
mailto:gaccchair@slc-avenues.org
www.avenuescouncil.org
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WELCOME OUR 2026 GACC OFFICERS, continued from Pg. 1

Secretary - Jenn Beck
Jenn has been a member of the commu-
nity since 1999. She and her husband Phil
raised their four children here and LOVE
the Avenues! She is excited to serve as
the board Secretary this coming year and
looks forward to meeting more of the
amazing residents in the Greater Avenues area.

Treasurer - Lexi Hoggan
I'm looking forward to the opportunity
to serve my neighbors as the GACC
2026 Treasurer. The Avenues has a very
special place in my heart as she raised
both my grandpa and my mom and hosts
the most fabulous Street Fair! While this
is my first board position, | started volunteering with
the GACC via the Street Fair in 2018. | graduated from
the University of Utah with a specialized degree rooted
in Finance, was elected as the Director of Finance for
the ASUU, and then worked at Goldman Sachs. | left to
ursue a career in farming with a focus on regenerative
and use and supporting urban farmer's distribution to
neighbors. However, | am very excited to jump back into
a financial role as I've missed it dearly. | love this commu-
nity and feel humbly honored to give back in this role.

District 3 City Council Update by Chris Wharton
Hello Neighbors,

| can't fully express how grateful | am for the
trust you've placed in me to continue rep-
resenting you on the City Council. Serving
you and our community is truly one of the
greatest honors of my life, and | take that
responsibility to heart every day.

Ella, Chris, and | wish you a joyful and peaceful holiday
season filled with love, laughter, and time with those who
matter most. Each year our family looks for ways to give
back to those in need. | know this year has been difficult
for many, but if you're able and interested, please visit
tinyurl.com/JustServeHoliday for opportunities to help
others this season.

Lastly, many of you have reached out with concerns
about the Salt Lake County budget proposals, especially
the potential cuts to daycare and senior housing pro-
grams. While the City Council doesn't have a direct role in
that process, | want to make sure you know how to con-
tact your County representatives to share your thoughts.
The County Council will accept Public Comments on
December 9th at 2001 South State Street, Salt Lake City,
Utah. County Council, 385-468-7500,
CouncilWebex@saltlake-county.gov,
www.saltlakecounty.gov/council
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Thank You To Our Departing Board Members

Thank You! To our GACC Board Members who are
rotating off the Board this year. Each of you have had an
impact on our Community that made us better!

Andrea Delgado 2025 (1 year of Board membership)
Thank you, Andrea for taking the time and initiative to join
our Board as a High School student.

Cory Cullimore 2025 (1 year of Board membership) We
appreciate you joining our Board and making that com-
munity connection.

Tracy Lewis 2025 (1 year of Board membership.) Tracy's
first work with GACC was on the 2024 Street Fair. Tracy
coordinated electricity for the Fair. No small task!!! We
appreciate your work!

Sam Pannunzio 2024-2025 (2 years of Board member-
ship). In addition to serving as a member of the Board
and offering good advice and suggestions, Sam worked
on sponsorships for the Street Fair. We had two record
years of sponsorship donations. Thank you, Sam!

Tom Brooks (2021-2025) Tom provided environmental
tips and information for the community through his
monthly articles in the newsletter. He Organized and paid
for the tree adoption booth at the Street Fair in 2023.
Thank you for your service to our community!

Robyn Christensen 2019-2025 (7 years of Board mem-
bership). Robyn has done so many things to support our
community. She coordinated social media for the
2019-2024 Street Fairs, participated in Board and
Community Meetings, served on the Land Use
Committee, and was always willing to step in when
needed. Robyn always brings a positive attitude to her
service. We will miss your smile!

Peg Alderman 2012-2025 (14 years of Board member-
ship). Peg has served the community in many roles over
the years. From the beginning of her time on the Greater
Avenues, Peg has volunteered at the Street Fair. The
beautiful signs and banners, and the functional signs as
well were Peg's special domain. She created a system for
organizing, ordering, and printing that leave her suc-
cessors with an amazing playbook. As the first Chair of
the Greater Avenues Community Improvement Grants
Committee, Peg has organized and streamlined the
process of advertising and awarding the grants. If you've
read the minutes of past meetings, you will remember
Peg served several years as Secretary. We will miss you at
meetings but know that you will continue to work with us
at the Clean Up, Street Fair, and on the Grants Committee.

Phil Carroll 1981-2025 (do the math...it's a lot of years!)
Phil has been part of the GACC since before it was a
GACC. Phil has served as Chair twice, annually taken the
lead of the Memory Grove Clean-up, and, If you attend
the Street Fair and are impressed with the order on the
street, Phil is your man. Serving as Block Captain coordi-
nator he oversees load-in, load-out and is point person
for issues all day. Phil has tirelessly served as a sounding
board and voice of reason for a long line of GACC Chairs.

It has been to the great benefit of the Council to have
each of you as members of our Board.

We are excited to work with you in other ways to make the
Avenues Greater!


mailto:CouncilWebex@saltlake-county.gov
http://www.saltlakecounty.gov/council
lighttheworld.org
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SLC School Board Update
by Ashley Anderson

It is hard to believe another school

year has reached the halfway point!

The holiday season is a great time to

reflect on successes of Precinct 3 stu-

dents - National Merit Scholars, bids to

the debate Tournament of Champions,

elementary student film festival winners,
football semifinalists, girls volleyball and soccer playoff
runs, and so many other performances, scholarships, and
events worth celebrating.

| have enjoyed attending School Community Councils all
fall and look forward to working on the budget beginning
in January. With another legislative session on the horizon
there is always work to do.

If you are looking for ways to support public education,
or have ideas about work the school board can take up,
please reach out to me at ashley.anderson@slcschools.org

City Creek Water Treatment Plant Update

The Project recently reached 100,000 hours of work,
with zero recorded incidents. Since the beginning of the
summer crews have poured all the base slabs for the
plant and now continue to form and pour walls, install
soil nail walls to stabilize canyon walls, and complete site
piping for the plant.

Traffic flaggers are still located on Bonneville Blvd. to
organize trucks and machinerly coming in and out of the
canyon during the workday. Please follow posted safety
signs for the safety of yourself and the project crew. Visit
our project website at www.keepitpurecitycreek.com,
where you can also sign up for regular email updates.
Thank you for your ongoing support as we work to
improve this essential infrastructure and keep clean
drinking water flowing.

HB 48 Wildland Urban Interface Legislation
Update by Amy Merritt-Smith

The Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Code mandated by
State HB 48 is moving through the Salt Lake City adop-
tion process to meet the December 31, 2025 deadline.
The WUI code regulates certain building materials,
construction requirements, building separation, and
landscaping provisions to reduce fire risk to properties
in and adjacent to the WUI zone.

Utah Forestry, Fire, and State Lands is responsible for
implementation, and has posted this timeline:

January 1, 2026
« Administrative Rules go into effect

« High risk WUl boundary is finalized
* Lot assessments begin

Fall 2026 and 2027

+  Counties will notify WUI property owners of their
fee, within one of three tiers

January 1, 2028

+ Lot assessment database is made
available to insurers and property
owners

« Annual fee will start based on square
footage plus lot assessment score

Please scan this QR code for more information or visit
https:// sl.utah.gov/hb-48-public-meetings/.
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Shimmering Winterscapes
By Hilary Jacobs

As autumn recedes, and nights

lengthen and become colder, we

can anticipate the arrival of glitter-

ing, wintry landscapes. Soon trees,

meadows, rocks—any and all sur-

faces—can become decorated with
sparkling crystalline displays of hoar frost or rime ice.
But which is which? Hoar frost is created when water
vapor sublimates directly into ice crystals upon contact-
ing freezing surfaces. Delicate feathery crystals that
form along the contours of the surface require clear,
calm, cold nights to grow. In contrast, rime ice forms
when supercooled water droplets rapidly freeze upon
contact with an object. Rime—an opaque coating of tiny
white granular ice particles—requires ground fog. Windy
or calm conditions will affect the varying shapes and
sizes of rime.

When you visit the Foothills, look about for these deli-
cate wintry formations. While fleeting, they remind us
that the Foothills are dynamic winter wonderlands.

All Wrapped Up by Jill van Langeveld

The holiday season is filled with food, gifts
and decorations, but it's also filled with a lot
of waste. In fact, between Thanksgiving and
New Year's, Americans generate an extra 25
million tons of waste “Nice” recycling and
sustainable habits for the holidays:

Save and reuse ribbons and bows for next year.
These items aren’t recyclable due to their size and
the materials they're made of.

+  Ship your holiday packages with crumpled paper,
or reuse bubble wrap and foam peanuts from your
online purchases. Aside from paper, packaging
materials are not recyclable, so get the most use out
of them before throwing them away.

+  Think twice when it comes to choosing wrapping
paper and gift bags. Standard wrapping paper can be
recycled, but anything with glitter or foil belongs in
the trash or should be saved for next year.

* Recycle cardboard shipping and paper gift boxes.
Toy packaging made of heavy cardboard is only
recyclable when the cardboard is separated from any
plastic. That includes the window on the box of a doll
or action figure - this type of plastic belongs in your
trash bin.

4th Avenue Well PFAS Mitigation Project

The 4th Avenue Well at Canyon Road is currently not
being used as part of the water distribution system
due to finding per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS) in the water as part of regular testing last year.
Salt Lake City Department of Public Utilities (SLCDPU)
will begin work bringing the 4th Avenue Well back into
service beginning November 19, 2025 and continuing
for five weeks. This work will have typical construc-
tion impacts such as noise, dust, and vibration during
daylight working hours. There will also be temporary
traffic restrictions and closures along 4th Avenue to
allow construction and equipment access. If you would
like to be added to our construction update list, email
4thavewell@slc.gov with “Updates” in the subject line, or
call us at 807-616-3336.


mailto:4thavewell@slc.gov
mailto:ashley.anderson@slcschools.org
http://www.keepitpurecitycreek.com
https://ffsl.utah.gov/hb-48-public-meetings/
https://www.slcschools.org/board-of-education-home
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www.slcpl.org
801-594-8651
455 N F Street

Sweet Library December Events
Monday - Thursday - 10:00 am-8:00 pm
Friday & Saturday - 10:00 am-6:00 pm
Sunday - Closed

All Library Locations Closed:

Wednesday, Dec 24 - Christmas Eve

Thursday, Dec 25 - Christmas Day

Wednesday, Dec 31 - Close at 6 pm for New Year's Eve

KIDS CALENDAR

Book Baby storytime. Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am.
Preschool Storytime. Thursday mornings at 10:30 am.
Playtime. Friday mornings from 10 am - noon.

Gingerbread Jamboree. Thursday, Dec 11 at 10:30 am.
Kids can decorate their very own gingerbread person in
this cookie-themed Preschool Storytime event. Cookies
and supplies will be provided. Space is limited.

TEEN CALENDAR (10 years old and up)

Dungeons & Dragons for Beginners: First and third
Tuesday of each month from 6 - 8 pm.

ADULT CALENDAR

Art Exhibit. The last day to see Marwan W. Nahle's
exhibit, The Domains of the Mystical, is Saturday,
December 20th. His paintings represent his lifelong physi-
cal and spiritual journey, combining forms and landscapes
from his world travels into ethereal and mystical move-
ments, transporting you into and out of the earth with
each brush stroke.

Book Club. The Sweet Reads Book Club will resume on
Tuesday, January 27th from 7:00-8:00 pm with a discus-
sion on The Fox Wife by Yangsze Choo.

Publisher's Statement
This publication is to conduct the business of the
Greater Avenues Community Council (GACC).
Mail correspondence to
GACC, P.O. Box 1679, Salt Lake City, UT 84110.

GACC 2025 Officer and Editor Contacts:

Chair: Dianne Leonard, gaccchair@slc-avenues.org
Chair-Elect: Steve Miller, gaccchairelect@slc-avenues.org
Secretary: Lori Galindo, gaccsecretary@slc-avenues.org
Treasurer: Ryan Kendricks, treasurer@slc-avenues.org
Newsletter: Olivia Christensen newsletter@slc-avenues.org
Online Newlsetter: Thank you Barack Williard
The GACC web page is www.avenuescouncil.org
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Winner for November is JOAN ADELMAN!

Joan was nominated by her neighbor Carrie Skarda who
says: "Joan is known as the informal leader of the lower
Avenues doggy pack. As she walks her cute dog Risdy she
makes a point of saying a friendly 'hi' to all the other dogs
and their owners... and has even gone so far as to learn all
of our names - pups and people alike!l Now when we see
Joan out the window we grab our pups and head out to
the dog park just to be part of the group of friends she's
created. Thank you Joan, and your partner pup Risdy, for
your kindness and for making our neighbor-hood feel like
a vibrant welcoming community!"

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS FOR FUTURE AWARDS!

We know that there are members of our community that
are quietly going about doing good. LET THEM KNOW YOU
NOTICE!

We draw a winner for this award every month and we
really love highlighting the amazing acts of kindness and
service in our community. Nominate your neighbors,
friends, teachers - anyone who is showing care and
respect through their service in our communitg.

Winners receive a $25 gift card to an Avenues business of
their choice!

To submit a nominee:

The Avenpues Com unlte(J KindnesE Program

1) Send an email to Jenn Beck at jennjbeck@gmail.com

2) Provide the name and contact info (phone & email if
possible) for the person being nominated

3) Give a brief description of the service/kindness

Thank you to those who submitted nominations and to
those who serve our community!

FRAMING

for your fine art
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4th Avenue Well PFAS Mitigation Project

The 4th Avenue Well at Canyon Road is currently not
being used as part of the water distribution system due
to finding per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in
the water as part of regular testing last year.

Salt Lake City Department of Public Utilities (SLCDPU)
will begin work bringing the 4th Avenue Well back into
service beginning November 19, 2025 and continuing
for five weeks. This work will have typical construction
impacts such as noise, dust, and vibration during
daylight working hours. There will also be temporary
traffic restrictions and closures along 4th Avenue at
Canyon Road to allow construction and equipment
access.

If you would like to be added to our construction
update list, email 4thavewell@slc.gov with “Updates” in
the subject line, or call us at 807-616-3336.

Community Holiday Potluck - Dec. 4th, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Join the GACC with Fairpark, Rose Park, Capitol Hill,
Glendale, Marmalade and Jordan Meadows Community
Councils for a community holiday Potluck at the Utah
State Fairgrounds Deseret Bldg on Thursday December
4th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Bring a treat to share, or just
stop by and be part of this holiday gathering.
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Questions about City Government
or for the Mayor?

Alicia De Leén, Community Liaison, Districts 2 & 3

Alicia.Deleon@slc.gov, 385-454-3824
(Hablo espafiol)

for the sake of it
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Thank You to Our Advertisers

The Avenues Council would like to thank all of our
advertisers who have been part of our newsletter
both printed and online during 2025.

We encourage all our residents to support these
local businesses whose ads make the newsletter
possible.

The Avenues newsletter is printed and mailed to
approximately 9,000 homes and businesses -
every U.S. Postal Service address within our
boundaries - every month, and is posted online
with full color graphics and live url's to our
advertisers' online presences.

Our goal is to inform as many of our residents as
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Community Holiday Potluck -
Dec. 4th, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Deseret Buillding
Utah State Fairgrounds

Join the Greater Avenues
Community Council along with the
Fairpark, Rose Park, Capitol Hill,
Glendale, Marmalade and Jordan
Meadows Community Councils for
a community holiday Potluck at the
Utah State Fairgrounds Deseret
Bldg on Thursday December 4th
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Bring a treat to share, or just stop
by and be part of this holiday
gathering.

Hear comments from our Utah
State Senators, visit the Children's
Storytime Corner for live readings,
and share in the treats and
community festive celebration of
the holidays!

possible of the Council's activities and meeting
agendas, and has budgeted to continue publishing
the newsletter through 2026. We will look to start
an online newsletter also in 2026.

Did you know? The ad revenue generated by the
newsletter is taxable income to the Council at
twenty-one percent (21%).

The newsletter costs about $3,200 each month to
print and mail, and the advertising income covers
about one-half of the total newsletter expense,
with our annual Street Fair and donations making
up the difference.

You can make a donation to help the newsletter at
avenuescouncil.org/project/support-us/
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The Agenda is the monthly newsletter of the Greater Avenues Community Council, and is mailed free to all residents.

GACC Community Meeting
December 3rd - 6:00 pm
Sweet Branch Library and Zoom

GACC Bylaws Revision Completed by Dianne Leonard

Over the past 2 1/2 years the GACC Bylaws Committee
has been hard at work modernizing and clarifying our
governing document. The Bylaws Committee currently
consists of five past Chairs and one Chair-elect. From this
wisdom pool, many hours have gone into revising this
document. We have modernized language, simpli-fied
processes, eliminated outdated procedures, clari-fied
language, and introduced technology. We created a
mission statement, included the Immediate Past Chair as
part of the Executive Board to keep the support and
knowledge base for the incoming Chair and Chair-elect,
and formalized an honorary Emeritus status for retiring
Board members.

Our website https://avenuescouncil.org/ has a side-by-
side copy of the existing bylaws and the newly proposed
bylaws so you can see what changes are being proposed.
We invite you to read the document and send any com-
ments to gaccchair@slic-avenues.org

This information will be presented to the Council at the
December Community Meeting, and a vote will take place
in the January 2026 Community Meeting to formally adopf
the proposed changes.

Avenues Community Plan Update

(formerly the Avenues Masterplan)

by Jim Jenkin, GACC Land Use Committee Chair

In recent communication with the Avenues Community
Plan team at the Planning Department, we are advised
that the Draft Community Plan is currently circulating in
the City bureaucracy for internal commentary, and will
then be released for public comment.

Check the GACC Land Use Committee web page at

https://avenues-council.org/project/land-use/

or the Salt Lake City Planning Department website at
https://www.slc.gov/planning/2025/05/29/avenuesplan-
update/, for the latest on this topic.

Send any comments to landusecom@slic-avenues.org

as well as directly to the Planning Department at
avenuesplan@slc.gov.

Jewish Community Center
2 N. Medical Drive, SLC | www.slcjcc.org | (801) 581-0098

School Break Camps: December 22, 23, 29, 30, 31,
January 2. Need to work when school is out? Sign up
your student (K-6) for Break Camp! Go to our web site
for info.

Latke-Making Workshop: Monday, December 8 | 11:00 am
in the JCC Kitchen. Cost $15 per person

Rock Steady Boxing Classes: Fitness classes address-
ing the symptoms of Parkinson's disease. Mondays &
Thursdays 11:00 am. Check web for pricing.

Swim Lessons and Swim Club: Monthly sign-up for classes.
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