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Happy New Year!
By 2026 GACC Chair Steve Miller
Dear Fellow Neighbors,
It is my pleasure to serve as Chair of
the Avenues Community Council this
year. I look forward to meeting each of

you. Please join us at Sweet Library for our Community 
meeting at 6:00 pm on the first Wednesday of each month. 
On Wednesday, January 7th, we will have a preview of the 
upcoming State Legislative session from our elected legis-
lators. It is always a very informative meeting and is a great 
opportunity to express your opinions.
During the upcoming year, I hope that you will feel wel-
come to reach out to me on line or during our monthly 
meetings. I would also encourage you to become involved 
in the Board. The GACC Board consists of representatives 
from each of the nine Avenues areas. Board Meetings are 
the second Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the 
library. Please join us if you are interested in serving.
There are also many committees which do wonderful 
things like the Street Fair committee that plans our Sep-
tember Street Fair. Please look at the GACC website to see 
pictures of past events and announcements of upcoming 
events, committee meetings and activities on our web page at  
www.avenuescouncil.org.
I would like to thank all those who have served on the 
GACC Board. They have done a wonderful job making this a 
strong and vibrant Council and making the Avenues a great 
place to live. Special thanks to Dianne Leonard who served 
as the 2025 Chair. She has inspired and led us to accom-
plish great things. Thanks also to the Bylaws Committee 
that has just completed a revision of the Bylaws which will 
be presented for approval at the January meeting. I would 
also like to thank each of you who live on the Avenues - the 
Avenues are Greater because of YOU! I am looking forward 
to a wonderful new year on the Aves. I hope to meet all 
of you and I wish everyone a Happy and Prosperous New 
Year. If you have questions or concerns please reach out to 
me at gaccchair@slc-avenues.org.
Steve

COMMUNITY MEETINGS
GACC Community Meeting - January 7 - Hybrid
The GACC meeting will be held at the Sweet Branch 
Library, and on Zoom at 6 pm. The Zoom link will be 
posted at 5 pm on Jan. 7 at www.avenuescouncil.org.
GACC Board Meeting - January 14 - Hybrid
The Board Meeting will be held at the Sweet Branch 
Library, and on Zoom beginning at 6 pm. If you need the 
Zoom link or special accommodations you can contact 
Steve Miller at gaccchair@slc-avenues.org.

Board Member Spotlight  
Lexi Hoggan
I've lived in the Avenues for almost 6 
years. I live a block west from the house 
my grandpa lived in as a boy and where 
my mom visited her Grandmother. It is 
surreal to think about them walking past 
my house throughout the years.

I started volunteering with the Avenues Street Fair as the 
Raffle Coordinator and was in awe of the warm commu-
nity that exists here! I'm an urban farmer with a degree 
in Finance. My favorite thing is drinking an iced coffee
(summer or winter) while watching my chickens. Serving 
as the Treasurer, my goal is to provide financial transpar-
ency for the GACC and financial issues that affect us all, 
such as increases in taxes. Financial jargon and docu-
ments can be extremely arduous, so I'm here to bridge 
that gap. I manage the Treasurer email,
treasurer@slc-avenues.org, so please reach out to say 
hello or to connect on an issue.

JANUARY 7
COMMUNITY MEETING AGENDA

6:00 pm  Welcome and Announcements
GACC 2026 Chair Steve Miller

6:05-6:08 pm Vote on Bylaws Revision
Bylaws Committee

6:08-6:12 pm Greater Avenues Community Kindness
Recognition Jenn Beck

6:12-7:05 pm Community Reports
City Council, County Council, Salt Lake
School Board, SLC Mayor’s Office, SLPD,
Fire Department, LDS Hospital, Sweet
Library

7:05-7:30 pm Legislative Preview of Upcoming Session

7:30-7:40 pm RMF 35 Zoning Change Jim Jenkin

7:40-7:50 pm Open Forum

7:50 pm  Adjourn and Clean Up

https://www.avenuescouncil.org/
https://avenuescouncil.org/project/news/
http://www.avenuescouncil.org
mailto:gaccchair@slc-avenues.org
http://www.avenuescouncil.org
mailto:gaccchair@slc-avenues.org
mailto:treasurer@slc-avenues.org
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2026 Legislative Session Preview By David Berg
The 2026 session of the Utah Legislature begins January 
20th, goes through March and will shape our commu-
nity's future. To help you stay engaged, please join us at 
our January 7th GACC meeting for an in person preview 
with our local representatives: Senator Jen Plumb, Sen-
ator Todd Weiler, and Representative Jennifer Dailey-
Provost. They will share their session priorities and tips 
on how neighbors can effectively get involved. For bill 
tracking and session updates, visit the official state site: 
https://le.utah.gov.

Senator Jennifer Plumb   
Dear neighbors and constituents in the 
Avenues: As this year comes to a close, 
I’m grateful for the opportunity to serve 
our community.  Looking ahead to the   
legislative session, my focus remains   
on fairness, opportunity, protections,   
and care for one another.  
I’m committed to listening, working across differences, 
and strengthening our communities so every Utahn can 
move into the new year with hope and dignity.   
My email is jplumb@le.utah.gov, and you can track my 
bills at https://le.utah.gov/bills/billSearch.jsp 
sess=2026GS& 
disp=all&sen=PLUMBJ&rep=&sub=&comm=

Senator Todd Weiler  
We’ve had two special sessions during   
the last three months regarding redistrict- 
-ing. Whether you love or hate the new
map chosen by Judge Gibson, there are
a few things I want you to know. The
congressional district map used since 2021
was invalidated by the court last August because it didn’t
follow Prop 4, requiring an independent commission and
an up or down vote by the legislature on the proposed
maps. Since the court intervened, we still have NOT
followed Prop 4. Instead, the judge chose a map drawn
by an arguably special interest group with no public
input. Zero. Nada. This is not good process or policy,
which is why an appeal will be filed to the Utah Supreme
Court. You can email me at: tweiler@le.utah.gov

Representative Jennifer Dailey-Provost   
Looking ahead to the Utah legislative session,   
I want to thank you for staying informed and   
engaged in the critical policy issues. Some key   
policies to watch for include a rehash of  
restrictions on labor unions, further attention   
to redistricting and Prop 4, significant changes to our  
budgetary processes, and policies to address Utah’s 
Medicaid program in response to federal changes in 
eligibility and coverage. I look forward to robust 
conversations. Thank you for the privilege of serving you! 
You can email me at: jdprovost@le.utah.gov

City Council District 3 Message
By Chris Wharton

Hello Neighbors,  As we welcome a new 
year, I’ve been reflecting on the goals we’ve 
met together (more on those below) and 
setting new ones for 2026 and beyond!
As I begin my third term on the Council,
I am thinking about the conversations I

had with all of you at community councils, at the grocery
store, and at your doorsteps. If we didn’t get the chance to
connect in person, please reach out to me with your ideas,
feedback, and concerns. I remain committed to listening
closely and engaging with you on the issues that matter
most.
Over the past year, community feedback has guided sever-
al significant efforts—from strengthening protections for
residents affected by nearby construction, to supporting
historic preservation, to advancing trafficcalming mea-
sures that make our streets safer and more welcoming.
These accomplishments reflect the power of your advoca-
cy and the value of our ongoing collaboration.
As we move into 2026, I look forward to creating even
more opportunities for us to move forward together. I’ll be
hosting a number of events and conversations throughout
the year, and I hope you’ll join me. Details will be shared in
this newsletter as they become available.
Thank you for your continued engagement, your confi-
dence in me, and your care for our community. I am deep-
ly grateful to continue serving you at City Hall.

Homeowners’ Insurance Check-up
By Amy Merritt-Smith
Independent agents and direct homeowners’ insurance 
policy sellers advise reviewing and possibly updating your 
policy during the winter, outside wildfire season. Proac-
tively read and understand policy coverage. Key policy 
areas to review follow.
Coverage A: Dwelling and Other Structures, including 
hardscape, fencing, sheds, and outbuildings. Consider a 
replacement cost coverage versus a cash value policy. Con-
tractors and recent comparable home sales offer guidance 
on current price per square foot estimates.
Coverage B: Contents. Inventory and make images of 
possessions and save those to the cloud. Consider extra 
coverage for jewelry, art, and antiques.
Coverage C: Loss of Use. Many policies limit coverage to 24 
months.
Other coverage. This typically includes landscape, debris 
removal, and code upgrades.
Harden your home by creating defensible space around 
your home’s exterior to increase your safety and potential-
ly influence your premium and coverage.
Take steps to protect your home and family! See the 
GACC Wildfire Committee’s flyer on Personal and Property 
preparedness at https://bit.ly/4pBzM6H. Give your insurer 
proof of any work you’ve done.
United Policy Holders is an independent resource for in-
surance guidelines: www.uphelp.org

https://house.utleg.gov/rep/DAILEJ/
https://senate.utah.gov/sen/WEILET/
https://senate.utah.gov/sen/PLUMBJ/
https://le.utah.gov/
https://www.slc.gov/district3/
mailto:jplumb@le.utah.gov
https://le.utah.gov/bills/billSearch.jsp
mailto:tweiler@le.utah.gov
mailto:jdprovost@le.utah.gov
https://bit.ly/4pBzM6H
http://www.uphelp.org
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SLC School Board Update
By Ashley Anderson
This spring, elementary students from
across the Salt Lake City School District
will compete in the annual Battle of the
Books! I'm sharing my top picks to help
you wrap up winter break with good reads.
Magnolia Wu Unfolds it All by Chanel 

Miller: helping in her family’s laundromat, Magnolia 
becomes a sock detective and builds friendship along the 
way. Impossible Creatures by Katherine Rundell: perfect 
for those in need of a fantasy series because the sequel is 
even better! And Then Boom by Lisa Fipps: a quick read, in 
verse, about difficult subjects as protagonist Joe struggles 
with impacts of neglect and poverty. Wings of an Eagle by 
Billy Mills and Donna Janell Bowman: tells the story of 
indigenous Olympic gold medalist, Billy Mills, inspiring for 
young athletes!
Find all 20 titles on the Wasatch Elementary Library page: 
https://wasatch.slcschools.org/library-learning-center and 
make sure to thank a librarian in 2026. Did you know our 
district has certified teacher librarians in every school?
That is uncommon across Utah. As public education con-
tinues to face challenges, it’s important to celebrate all the 
good work happening each day to support student literacy 
in Salt Lake City.
Ashley Anderson is the school board representative for 
Precinct 3. You can reach out to her at
ashley.anderson@slcschools.org

Mountains of Mahogany
By Hilary Jacobs

City Council for their approval has been 
posted on the Land Use webpage of the 
Greater Avenues Community Council at 
https://avenuescouncil.org/project/land-use/
along with other supporting documentation.

The City’s published information is at: https://multifamily-
zones-slcgov.hub.arcgis.com/
If you have specific questions about how these changes 
affect your property, email zoning@slc.gov and a member 
of the staff will respond. The following City Planners were 
listed in the Planning Staff Report: Aaron Barlow,
801-5356182, aaron.barlow@slc.gov ; Amy Thompson,
Katilynn Warr, or Alicia Seeley.
As part of this action the ordinance now defines only 
historic homes that are on the local Landmark registry 
as receiving specific protection from encroachment by a 
neighboring structure. All other structures must rely on 
the Historic Landmarks Commission for specific protec-
tions. Owners of historic homes may consider applying for 
Landmark registry, call 801.535.7700, or contact 
historicpreservation@slc.gov.

Wasatch Elementary Tour
Wasatch Elementary, 30 R Street, invites

              parents and future students to tour the
National Blue Ribbon school January 20th
at 10 am. Wasatch students benefit from
a unique arts-integrated curriculum which

means every child from kindergarten on up receives 
instruction in dance/drama/music/visual arts every year. 
Our students become confident, creative and collabora-
tive through the arts. Tours can be set up on other dates 
by calling (801) 578-8564. Follow us @wasatchpta to learn 
more about Wasatch!

Treasurer Thoughts: Dual Taxation for the 
Avenues By Lexi Hoggan
The Finance Committee will be reviewing and reporting 
to Avenues residents on the impacts of both the Salt Lake 
City sales tax increase of 0.5% for the Sports & Entertain-
ment District, bringing the restaurant tax just shy of 10%
and the Salt Lake County property tax increase of 14.65%.
Personally, this is important as growth in our city is won-
derful, but not our financial burden in an already finan-
cially trying time. We cannot price out locals from their 
own city. We are a community and I’d love to hear your 
thoughts on this topic at treasurer@slc-avenues.org.   
In the meantime, please keep a look out as the Salt Lake 
Tribune has been reporting on the referendums being 
proposed for both tax increases, which if approved, will 
require around 45,000 voter-registered signatures.

Winter is the perfect time to see 
the umbrella-shaped silhouettes of 
Mountain mahogany (Cercocarpus) 
visible on rocky ridges and cliffs. 
These shrubby members of the rose 
family are slow-growing evergreens 

that thrive on arid sunny slopes along with sages and 
rabbitbrush. Natives of western North America, Moun-
tain mahogany are known for their longevity (hundreds 
of years), twisted shapes, and hard dense wood that 
Native people fashioned into durable tools
including small bows, spearheads and digging sticks.
Mountain mahogany are easily identified by their small 
silvery-green elongated leaves. In late spring they are 
covered with small whitish-yellow flowers (with a fra-
grance resembling Elmers glue), and by early autumn the 
flowers have become seeds with distinctive long, fuzzy, 
corkscrew tails. The dense canopy provides vital winter 
cover for wildlife and important forage for browsers. 
As you venture into the foothills enjoy these iconic 
sentinels of enduring resilience.

RMF-35 Zoning Changes
By Jim Jenkin and the GACC Land Use Committee
Attention lower Avenues residents: if you live in the RMF 
35 Zone, between South Temple and 3rd Avenue, the 
City Council has recently changed your zoning by making 
significant changes to the ordinance which defines the 
RMF-35 zone. Councilperson Wharton voted against this 
measure. These changes allow significantly reduced dis-
tances that buildings can be built from the property line, 
and make other changes.
Your Community Council and its Land Use Committee 
would like you to know about these changes and how 
they may affect your property.
The document transmitting these draft measures to the

https://wasatch.slcschools.org/
https://avenuescouncil.org/project/land-use/
https://nhmu.utah.edu/articles/mountain-mahogany-one-tough-rose
https://www.slcschools.org/board-of-education-home
https://wasatch.slcschools.org/library-learning-center
mailto:ashley.anderson@slcschools.org
https://avenuescouncil.org/project/land-use/
https://multifamily-zones-slcgov.hub.arcgis.com/
https://multifamily-zones-slcgov.hub.arcgis.com/
https://multifamily-zones-slcgov.hub.arcgis.com/
mailto:zoning@slc.gov
mailto:aaron.barlow@slc.gov
mailto:historicpreservation@slc.gov
mailto:treasurer@slc-avenues.org
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www.slcpl.org
801-594-8651
455 N F Street

Jewish Community Center
2 N. Medical Drive, SLC | www.slcjcc.org | (801) 581-0098
Member Special: Registration fee waived in January!
Summer Camp Guide: Available online, January 12 
Live From 92NY: Eat Your Ice Cream, January 8
Bike Repair Clinic for Teens: January 6-February 26 
American Red Cross Babysitting Course: January 12-15 
Jr. Jazz: begins January 20
Pickleball League: begins January 15
Drawing Connections: begins January 11
Deli and Movie Night: The Catskills, February 1

The Avenues Community Kindness Program 
Our Winners for December Are Alana Palau and 
Christian Adam
Alana and Christian were nominated by their neighbor
Briana Lynch who says: "They were incredibly kind to my
husband and I by coming to visit our cat and watering my
vegetable garden while we were at my sister's wedding
in Florida. We appreciate having them as our neighbors!"
They will receive a $25 gift card to the Avenues business of
their choice!
SUBMIT NOMINATIONS FOR FUTURE AWARDS!
We know that there are members of our community that
are quietly going about doing good. LET THEM KNOW YOU
NOTICE!
We draw a winner for this award every month and we real-
ly love highlighting the amazing acts of kindness and ser-
vice in our community. Nominate your neighbors, friends,
teachers - anyone who is showing care and respect
through their service in our community. Winners receive a
$25 gift card to an Avenues business of their choice!
To submit a nominee:
1) Send an email to Jenn Beck at jennbeck@gmail.com
2) Provide the name and contact info (phone & email if
possible) for the person being nominated
3) Give a brief description of the service/kindness
Thank you to those who submitted nominations and to
those who serve our community!

Sweet Library January Events
Monday - Thursday - 10:00 am-8:00 pm 
Friday & Saturday - 10:00 am-6:00 pm 
Sunday - Closed 
All Library Locations Closed: Thurs, Jan 1 and Mon, Jan 19 

KIDS CALENDAR
Adopt a Pet. This January, kids can adopt a mini stuffed 
animal "pet" at the Library! Visit the library to pick out a 
new little buddy. Available while supplies last.
Book Baby storytime. Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am. 
Preschool Storytime. Thursday mornings at 10:30 am. 
Playtime. Friday mornings from 10 am - noon.

TEEN CALENDAR (10 years old and up) Dungeons & 
Dragons for Beginners: First and third
Tuesday of each month from 6 - 8 pm.

ADULT CALENDAR
Book Club. The Sweet Reads Book Club will meet on 
Tuesday, January 27th from 7 - 8 pm in the meeting room 
to discuss The Fox Wife by Yangsze Choo. At the end of 
the evening, copies for February’s book, The Small and the 
Mighty by Sharon McMahon, will be passed out.

Blood Drive American Red Cross & Salt Lake Ensign Stake
Ensign Stake Building in the Cultural Hall Gym 135 A Street 
(2nd Avenue and A Street)
Saturday, January 10, 2026, 9 am to 3 pm 
The need is constant. The gratification is instant.  
Give Blood! Choose your donation time, sign in at:
www.RedCrossBlood.org/give. Select “Zip Code”: 84103. 
Scroll and select “By Date”: as listed above. Select location: 
“Salt Lake Ensign Stake”. Select “SEE TIMES”: and choose 
your time to donate. Follow the prompts to sign in.

Publisher’s Statement
This publication is to conduct the business of the 

Greater Avenues Community Council (GACC). 
Mail correspondence to GACC, 

P.O. Box 1679, Salt Lake City, UT 84110.

GACC 2026 O cer and Editor Contacts:
Chair: Steve Miller, gaccchair@slc-avenues.org

Chair-Elect: Amy Merritt-Smith, gaccchairelect@slc-avenues.org 
Secretary: Jenn Beck, gaccsecretary@slc-avenues.org 
Treasurer: Lexi Hoggan, treasurer@slc-avenues.org  

Newsletter: Olivia Christensen, newsletter@slc-avenues.org 
Online Newlsetter: Thank you Barack Williard

The GACC web page is www.avenuescouncil.org

https://utetribe.com/
https://www.phillips-gallery.com/New_Site/winter_show_2025.html
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time?zipSponsor=84103&driveType=all
https://about.slcpl.org/sweet
https://www.slcjcc.org/
mailto:jennbeck@gmail.com
mailto:gaccchair@slc-avenues.org
mailto:gaccchairelect@slc-avenues.org
mailto:gaccsecretary@slc-avenues.org
mailto:treasurer@slc-avenues.org
mailto:newsletter@slc-avenues.org
http://www.avenuescouncil.org
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https://www.plumbandcompany.com/agent/mike-evertsen/
https://www.sothebysrealty.com/summitsir/eng/associate/820-a-545-4030842/merrilee-morgan
https://cafe-on-1st.square.site/
https://www.caphillcon.com/
https://ginakoziatek.com/
https://www.phillips-gallery.com/New_Site/index.html
https://www.ptindirectory.com/tax-preparers/utah/salt-lake-city-ut/1278332/mark-e-howell-cpa/mark-e-howell-cpa
https://www.bhhs.com/utah-properties-ut301/salt-lake-city/craig-lelis/cid-1125966
https://www.ashleyforschoolboard.com/
https://catetcetera.com/
https://doctors.intermountainhealth.org/provider/jennwood-chen/4191741


GACC Community Meeting 
January 7th - 6:00 pm

Sweet Branch Library and Zoom

New York, California, Oregon, Delaware, and Vermont 
are a few places that have already enacted state-wide 
plastic bag bans. Park City, Moab and Logan, Utah now 
have bans on single-use plastic carry-out bags.   
In 2018 Kroger Foods set 2025 as the date to phase out 
the single-use bags in their stores, but I haven’t seen 
any sign of that yet at the Smith’s on 6th Avenue.  
Even if we still have the option of paper or plastic, 
experts say using reusable shopping bags is the easiest 
change you can make. Because plastic bags can't be 
recycled in our curbside bins, it's important to find ways 
to cut these materials out, to prevent littering and 
reduce the amount of waste in landfills.   
Most grocery stores now have bins to bring those single 
use bags and any plastic food packaging but they want 
them clean and dry. 
One of the nice benefits of the cloth reusable bags is 
you can toss them in the washing machine when they 
get dirty.
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January Environmental Tip 

Don't Forget To Bring A Reusable Bag! 

By Jill van Langeveld10th East Senior Center Update  By Cindy Cromer

The Senior Center on 10th East is the closest County 
facility for Avenues residents over age 60. It closed for 
remodeling in early September after an almost three-
year wait for approved construction to start.   
A majority of the County Council members voted 
abruptly in November to close the Center permanently. 
After many public comments the County Council 
decided to search for other solutions. 
You can view the recordings on the County's website, 
saltlakecounty.gov. Media coverage has been 
widespread and is easily accessible on the internet.   
The Center’s construction will continue while the County 
looks for partners on programs to be held at the Center 
when it reopens. saltlakecounty.gov/aging-adult-services/
community/senior-centers/tenth-east/  
The County's website indicates ways to contact Mayor 
Wilson and members of the County Council.   
Salt Lake City Mayor Mendenhall and City Council 
Member Chris Wharton are also working on the issue.

Avenues Free Exercise Class – the best fun way to stay in 
shape! by Jan Root  
Did you know that the Avenues has a free exercise class 
that which has been meeting twice per week since 
1986(?) We do! It’s a fun way and it’s FANTASTIC!!  
It’s designed to keep us older people moving and strong, 
with an emphasis on core strength, balance and 
flexibility.  People of all abilities and ages attend: some 
just gently exercise and others really kick it up!   
The class consists of four sections: warm up stretches, 
low impact aerobics, floor exercises, and a stretch-cool 
down. Some people use light hand weights during the 
aerobics and floor exercise portions. The class was 
originally led by Cathy Call and Diane Hart for a few 
years, then Renate Nebeker became leader.  Currently 
Jan Root is leading the class after Renate retired in 
2020.  We meet at the Federal Heights Ward (1300 Fairfax 
Road) gymnasium at 8:30 am on Mondays and 
Wednesdays (enter from the east).   Our exercise 
sessions typically run a little over an hour.   Rug samples 
are available to use for floor cushioning, and many 
people also bring a towel or yoga mat.   It’s not important 
that you do exactly what the leader does; what’s 
important is that you keep moving “Use it or lose it!” I’ve 
been attending for over 10 years and it’s made a huge 
difference for my health. Come join us!

https://www.144south.com/
https://www.saltlakecounty.gov/aging-adult-services/community/senior-centers/tenth-east/
https://www.avenuescouncil.org/



