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FEBRUARY COMMUNITY MEETINGS

GACC Community Meeting - February 4 - Hybrid The
GACC meeting will be held at the Sweet Branch

Library, and on Zoom at 6 pm. The Zoom link will be
posted at 5 pm on Feb. 4 at www.avenuescouncil.org.
GACC Board Meeting - Februa(rjy 11 - Hybrid

The Board Meeting will be held at the Sweet Branch
Library, and on Zoom beginning at 6 pm. If you need
the Zoom link or special accommodations you can
contact Steve Miller at gaccchair@slc-avenues.org.

Chair's February Message
by 2026 GACC Chair Steve Miller

Happy February!

It's nice to see more daylight coming
as Spring approaches. We live in such a
beautiful part of the world.

| have been out on my usual bike rides

along 11th Avenue and into City Creek Canyon, and I'm
always amazed at the amazing views that we have from
the Avenues, looking out over the valley. | hope each of
you had a wonderful January.

| am looking forward to our upcoming Community

Meeting on February 4th at the Sweet Library at 6:00

p.m.

We will be hearing from Beth Parker, an Avenues resident

and Associate Professor of Law at the University of Utah

SJ. Quinney College of Law. She is also a Senior Fellow at

the College of Law's Wallace Stegner Center and the

Associate Director of the Great Salt Lake Project.

She will be speaking about the importance of preserving

the Great Salt Lake and the impact of the Great Salt Lake

on the Valley and the Wasatch Front.

We will also be hearing from the League of Women

Voters with legislative session tips, as well as our normal

community reports.

| look forward to seeing all of you there on February 4th,

in person or on Zoom.

In January we had an informative community meeting

with our Utah Legislators who are representing all of us

during the legislative session. | encourage you to visit our

website www.avenuescouncil.org where we have

a recording of our January 7th meeting. You can hear the

comments of Senator Weiler, Senator Plumb and

Representative Daily-Provost.

Please take a look at all the other current information on

our website including the work of all our committees.

| hope you have a wonderful month and | hope to meet

many of you in the neighborhood or at our meetings.
Steve

FEBRUARY 4 COMMUNITY MEETING
AGENDA

6:00-6:05 Welcome and Announcements
Steve Miller GACC Chair

6:05-6:15 Open Forum

6:15-6:20 Community Kindness Award - Jenn Beck

6:20-7:00 Community Reports - City Council,
School Board, Mayor’s Office, SLPD,
Fire Department, Sweet Library

7:00-7:10 2025 GACC Income/Expense Report
Lexi Hoggan, GACC Treasurer

7:10-7:25 Legislative Watch and Tips for Following
Legislation - League of Women Voters

7:25-7:45 Great Salt Lake: What You Should Know
and Do to Help Preserve This Resource -
Beth Parker

7:45 Adjourn and Clean Up

Board Member Spotlight:

Lindsey Romaniello
Originally from rural Colorado,
| moved to Salt Lake City about
a year and a half ago after working
as a planner and deciding to pursue
a PhD at the University of Utah.
My research focuses on housing,
specificallythetrickybalance
between preserving neighborhood character and ensur-
ing housing is attainable for everyone (no small task).
While I'm still a relatively new resident to the Avenues
(I live off5thandL),Ifeelincrediblyluckytobehere.
You'll usually findme,loadingupforaskiingorclimbing
adventure, biking the neighborhood, or walking my two
dogs up the hill.

Code Blue Nights, a GACC Service Opportunity

by Paul Walton
2nd + 2nd Coalition is a group of churches, organizations,
and neighbors in downtown SLC. Led by the nonprofi t
Unsheltered Utah, we work together to provide a safe
place on the coldest nights for our unsheltered
neighbors. The GACC Service Committee plans to provide
at least one dinner this winter. There are additional
volunteer opportunities throughout the winter on nights
when the state calls for a Code Blue. Residents can sign
up for email notifications from the 2nd and 2nd Coalition
which will let them know when a Code Blue has been
called, and what is needed.
More Coalition information is available at
https://www.justserve.org/the2ndand2ndcoalition.
To volunteer to serve a Code Blue dinner with the GACC,
please contact amandalynnblair@gmail.com.
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10th East Senior Center Construction Update

by Salt Lake County Mayor Jenny Wilson

We are pleased to announce that construction is con-
tinuing at the 10th East Senior Center, which had been
considered by the County Council as a potential budget
reduction in the 2026 budget. Construction will now con-
tinue and, prior to its re-opening in early 2027, | will work
to identify operational funds necessary to welcome our
seniors back to the center.

We have an obligation to continue the project primar-

ily for the benefit of the many seniors it serves, and also
because of our contractual obligation to the builders and
architects. Keeping the 10th East Senior Center open will
provide great connection opportunities for seniors and
those who use this center.

As Mayor | will continue to work with the Council, the
County's Aging and Adult Services division, Salt Lake City,
and other partners to ensure funding gaps are identified
and the center can reopen on schedule.

“The collaborative work by Mayor Wilson, her office, and
both parties on the County Council allowed us to arrive at
a solution that serves our seniors and keeps this center
open for the foreseeable future,” shared Salt Lake County
Council Member Jiro Johnson, whose district includes the
10th East Senior Center.

THE AVENUES COMMUNITY KINDNESS PROGRAM
WINNER FOR JANUARY IS HOANG HA! by Jenn Beck
Hoang was nominated by his neighbors Maria and Calvin
Alexander who say: "We met on Halloween when he was
grilling hot dogs and giving them out to kids and adults

- 400 neighbors showed up! Wow, what a way to bring a
community together."

Hoang also has created a nonprofit group, Neighbors
Helping Neighbors SLC, during the pandemic, to deliver
groceries and supplies to communities across Utah.

He also created the Rainbow Crosswalk Project, which
painted the first rainbow crosswalks in Salt Lake City, on
3rd Avenue and K Street.

He cares so much about his community! He will receive
a $25 gift card to the Avenues business of his choice.

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS FOR FUTURE AWARDS! We know
that there are members of our community that are
quietly going about doing good. LET THEM KNOW YOU
NOTICE!

We draw a winner for this award every month, and we
really love highlighting the amazing acts of kindness

and service in the Avenues. Nominate your neighbors,
friends, teachers - anyone who is showing care and
respect through their service in our community. Winners
receive a $25 gift card to an Avenues business of their
choice!

Rules/Instructions: Nominees must live in the Greater
Avenues to qualify. To submit a nominee, simply

1) Send an email Jenn Beck at jennjbeck@gmail.com;

2) Provide the name and contact info (phone & email if
possible) for the person being nominated;

3) Give a brief description of the service/kindness.
Thank you to those who have submitted nominations
and to all those who serve our Avenues community!
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Memory Grove Improvements by Kathryn Sonntag, Salt

Lake City Department of Public Lands
Identified as a priority’in the Reimagine Nature Master

Plan, the Memory Grove Park and Freedom Trail Cultural
Landscape Report (CLR) and Preservation Maintenance
Plan are being developed by Mundus Bishop Design, Inc.
with guidance from SLC Public Lands staff.

The CLR and Maintenance Plan began September of 2025
and are scheduled for completion September of 2026. The
CLR is a document that will analyze and record the histori-
cal significance, features, and current condition of Memo-
ry Grove Park’s landscape, and how it has been used over
the years.

The CLR will examine everything from the park’s cultural
heritage and landforms to changes made over time. The
Preservation Maintenance Plan will provide specific repair
guidance for historic features and structures. Funding is
allocated for the urgent repairs identified by City staff and
listed in the approved CIP project application. The project
is currently in the data collection and site analysis phase.
Mundus Bishop has been on site with City staff discussing
management and preservation goals, strategies, and the
park's history. A 30% draft of the CLR is scheduled to be
completed by the beginning of February.

The Historic Landmark Commission will be engaged
throughout the project, as well as a Technical Advisory
Committee, composed of key stakeholders within the City.
This project involves the community through an infor-
mational campaign, as the CLR does not call for design
changes to the park.

Community updates will be provided through the project

page: https://www.slc.gov/parks/projects/memory-grove-
park-cultural-landscape-report-and-preservation-mainte-

nance-plan/

A Source for Accurate Voter Information

To see clear, nonpartisan election information, including
personalized ballot details based on your address, visit
https://www.vote411.org/utah.

The League of Women Voters of Salt Lake is committed
to ensuring that voters in Salt Lake, Summit and
Wasatch counties have access to clear, trustworthy and
current information that supports their participation.
The League of Women Voters of Salt Lake has more civic

engagement information at https://www.lwvsl.org/.

Wasatch Elementary School
Kindergarten Registration
Begins Feb. 27

Our first Fall Kindergarten registration
takes place February 27 from 2:30 to 4
pm., at Wasatch Elementary, 30 R St.

Our top-rated, National Blue Ribbon school, located
close to downtown and the University of Utah, is known
for its outstanding academics and robust arts program.
Every child receives instruction in dance, drama, music
and visual arts every year.

Families should bring a birth certif cate, immunization
records and proof of residency (such as a utility bill or
lease) to register. Call (801) 578-8564 to set up a tour.

Follow Instagram/@wasatchpta for more information.
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Celebrating Teachers & Watching State

Bud§et Cuts by Ashley Anderson _

The Salt Lake School'Board is celebrating
National Board Certifications!

In Precinct 3, we congratulate Ms. King, Ms.
Thirlwell, Ms. Capra and Ms. Johnson from
West High on their certifications.

Research shows the positive impact made by highly quali-
fied teachers, and our District is fortunate to have more
National Board Certified teachers than any other Utah
district. Mr. B from Ensign Elementary was also recog-
nized by Utah Valley University with a Literacy Champion
award; our District funds certified teacher librarians in all
schools, making a big difference for students.

Other valued members of our community include BTS
Arts teachers and POPS partners who share the arts

with K-12 students. Our schools also benefit from specific
programs for mental health, literacy, and other needs
funded by the state. The Speaker of the House tasked

the Utah State Board of Education (USBE) with cutting 5%
of their budget, with staff suggesting reductions in the
aforementioned programs. USBE ended a late January
meeting without such recommendations, but | encourage
residents to follow the legislative session closely.

Funding cuts have been precipitated by the legislature’s
desire to relieve the tax burden, yet the equivalent of 10%
of our district’s budget is already diverted to developers
through tax-increment financing models passed by the
state. This leaves us in a position where we run schools
on limited funds (even in the wake of a major bond cam-
paign) without responsible recourse, even more reason to
stay apprised.

Any questions or ideas about our public schools? Reach
out to me - ashley.anderson@slcschools.org

Follow Legislative Updates on Wildfire Preparedness
and Other Topics of Interest

by Kati Miller and Amty Merritt-Smith )
Stay informed about proposed changes to state policy by

signing up for Utah's Legislative Bill Tracking system, a free
service. The system lets users track individual bills, com-
mittees, and legislators, with email notifications sent when
bills are introduced, amended, scheduled for hearings, or
up for vote.

Visit https://le.utah.gov/tracking/tracking, login and
select “Create New Account.” Enfer your eémaif-address,
create a password, then log in to customize your legisla-
tive alerts. To receive updates on legislation related to
wildfires, the wildland urban interface, the Great Salt Lake,
etc., there are a few options, including searching by a spe-
cific bill number or subject categories. An easy method is
to navigate to the “Keyword Search” page under the “Bills”
menu: https.//le.utah.gov/solrsearch.jsp ?kﬂ/é)e=8ill. En-
ter terms of interest such as “wildfire,”“intertace,” etc. and
filter for 2026 bills. Users can select a specific bill of inter-
est, then select “Track This” on the bill's page to receive
automatic updates throughout the legislative session.

Create
an
Account
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Valuable Voles by Hilary Jacobs

When walking in the Foothills, you

might see a rotund little mouse-like

rodent with a rounded face, small

ears and eyes, dense brownish gray

fur and a short tail. It's the Meadow

Vole (Microtus pennsylvanicus), which
is found in various habitats across North America, from
dry meadows to wetlands. Busy little architects, voles
burrow extensive tunnel networks and leave visible
surface runways from activity under the snow.

Voles are a critical part of a healthy ecosystem. Mainly
herbivores, they eat mostly grasses and vegetation,
storing seeds, berries and tubers in the autumn to eat
in winter. They also gnaw bark around the base of tree
trunks.

As a primary food source voles are essential prey to
raptors, snakes, weasels, canids, and felines. That
means it's imperative not to poison voles, as this can
impact animals all the way up the food chain.

GACC Open Forum Time Change by Blake McClary

During our monthly Community Meetings, we will be
moving the Open Forum to earlier in the meeting.
We've heard the feedback clearly: meetings can run
long, and that sometimes means fewer voices get to be
heard during our bylaws-mandated Open Forum time.
This change is meant to make public comment more
accessible and predictable. See the agenda on Page 1.

If you'd like to speak during any Open Forum, please
register when you arrive at the meeting. Each speaker
will have up to two minutes, and we'll be keeping time
so everyone gets a fair chance to participate.

As always, we encourage respectful, focused comments
and appreciate everyone who takes the time to engage.
We will also pass along your concerns to elected offi
cials or City, County or State o ffi ces who can address
your concern. If you cannot attend a meeting, send

your concerns to gaccchair@slc-avenues.org.

New District 3 Parks, Natural Lands, Urban Forestry
and Trails Board Member: Steve Bloch

My name is Steve Bloch and | am the District 3 Board

member on Salt Lake City's Parks, Natural Lands, Urban
Forestry and Trails Advisory Board (the "PNUT Board").
| can be reached at sbloch.pnutd3@gmail.com.

The Board's role is to advise the Mayor and City Council
on issues relating to the City's parks, natural lands, urban
forestry and trails.

I've lived in the Avenues and Federal Heights for over 30
years, and am thrilled to be representing our community
in this capacity. From time to time | hope to present at
GACC meetings and provide updates or share informa-
tion about things like the Foothills Natural Area and our
neighborhood's amazing parks.

Learn more about the PNUT Board at https://www.slc.
gov/boards/boards-commissions/parks-natural-lands-
trails-urban-forestry-advisory-board/.

Sign up for the Public Lands newsletter at https://www.
myslc.gov/s/newsletters?dept=Public%20Lands


https://www.slc.gov/boards/boards-commissions/parks-natural-lands-trails-urban-forestry-advisory-board/
mailto:gaccchair@slc-avenues.org
mailto:sbloch.pnutd3@gmail.com
https://www.slc
https://www
mailto:ashley.anderson@slcschools.org
https://le.utah.gov/tracking/tracking
https://le.utah.gov/solrsearch.jsp?ktype=Bill
https://animaldiversity.org/accounts/Microtus_pennsylvanicus/
https://www.slcschools.org/board-of-education-home

FEBRUARY 2026 - VOL XL, Issue 2

www.slcpl.org
801-594-8651
455 N F Street

Sweet Library February Events:
Monday-Thursday 10am - 8pm, Friday & Saturday - 10am -
6pm, Sundays-Closed. Mon., Feb. 16 Pres. Day: Closed.

All Ages:

Make Your Own Valentine's Day Card. Saturday, February
7 at11 am - 1 pm. We'll have card making stations with all
sorts of materials and supplies for creative, one-of-a-kind
cards for all ages. While supplies last.

Kids' Calendar

Book Baby Storytime. Wednesday mornings at 10:30

am. A fun storytime that encourages playful interactions
between little ones and their caregivers. Ages 0-3
Storytime. Thursday mornings at 10:30 am. Stories,
rhymes, and fun to help kids get ready to read! Ages 2-4
Playtime. Friday mornings from 10 am - noon. Playtime is
an unstructured time for little ones to play with toys and
make new friends! Drop in anytime between 10am-12pm.

Teen Calendar

Dungeons & Dragons for Beginners (10 years old and up)
A friendly introduction to Dungeons & Dragons for first-
timers, led by an experienced player. Held on the first and
third Tuesday of each month from 6:00pm - 8:00pm.

Adult Calendar

Book Club: The Sweet Reads Book Club will meet on Tues-
day, February 24th from 7-8 pm in the meeting room to
discuss The Small and the Mighty by Sharon McMahon. At
the end of the evening, copies for March's book, The Wed-
ding People by Alison Espach will be passed out.

Art Exhibit

On Saturday, February 14 from 4:00-5:30pm, join artist
Terence K. Stephens for his opening reception, titled
Desert Blooms. His floral paintings come from inspiration
found in his Palm Springs yard and his neighborhood in
Salt Lake City, where despite harsh climate conditions,
his blooms manage to survive with defiance and grace.
The exhibit will run through March 28, 2026.

PUBLISHER'S STATEMENT
This publication is to conduct the business of the
Greater Avenues Community Council (GACC).
Mail correspondence to
GACC, P.O. Box 1679, Salt Lake City, UT 84110.

GACC 2026 Officer and Editor Contacts:

Chair: Steve Miller MD, gaccchair@slc-avenues.org
Chair-Elect: Amy Merritt-Smith, gaccchairelect@slc-avenues.org
Secretary: Jenn Beck, gaccsecretary@slc-avenues.org
Treasurer: Lexi Hoggan, treasurer@slc-avenues.org
Newsletter: Olivia Christensen, newsletter@slc-avenues.org
Online Newlsetter: Thank you Barack Williard
The GACC web page is www.avenuescouncil.org
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City Council District 3 Message
by Chris Wharton
Hello Neighbors,

In a time that can feel heavy and

uncertain, | want to highlight some of

the good happening in our city.

Last year, Salt Lake City earned a perfect

score of 100 out of 100 on the Human Rights Campaign’s
2025 Municipal Equality Index, refl ecting our city's con-
tinued commitment to inclusion and belonging. The City
Council also allocated $11 million toward aff ordable
hous-ing in neighborhoods across the city.

Also, for the fi rst time in our city’s history, we have a
majority-women City Council, building on our historic
LGBTQ+ and minority-majority leadership.

While these milestones don't solve every challenge we
face, | hope they refl ect the progress, opportunity, and
optimism Salt Lakers have for our future.

February is Black History Month. | invite you to visit my
Instagram page, @slcdistrict3, and click the link in my bio
to discover and support Black-owned businesses right
here in Salt Lake City.

Thank you for being part of this great community.

Street Fair-Call for Artists and Volunteers!

By Jessica Dalrymple 2026 Avenues Street Fair Chair
Each year the Avenues Street Fair selects a local artist to
create an original artwork that will become the theme of
the Fair. The concept "What The Avenues Means To Me"
is the theme. The Street Fair Committee will meet on
March 7th to review the artists who apply to be this year's
Featured Artist. The selected artist gets a complimentary
booth in the Fair on September 12th.

Please send a letter of interest with examples of your
work to streetfair@slc-avenues.org by March 1st, 2026.
See avenuescouncil.org/street-fair for examples of past
Street Fair featured artists.

The Street Fair Committee will hold its first meeting on
Saturday, March 7th at 10:15 a.m., at the Sweet Branch
Library, 455 North F Street. We invite all those interested
in being on the Street Fair Planning Committee to join us
as we discuss the Featured Artist submissions and begin
deciding on this year's Street Fair location.

Fourth Avenue Well Project by Kathryn Wright

Salt Lake City Public Utilities is working to remove PFAS
(perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl) substances from the
4th Avenue at Canyon Road Well.

The on-site sampling work has been completed. Test
results are being analyzed and we will be informed soon
of next steps in remediation.

The well is still closed. We will keep residents updated.
See more from Salt Lake City Public Utilities at https://
www.slc.gov/utilities/4th-ave-well/.
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The Agenda is the monthly newsletter of the Greater Avenues Community Council, and is mailed free to all residents.

GACC Community Meeting
February 4th - 6:00 pm
Sweet Branch Library and Zoom

See upcoming City Council Meeting information at
https://www.slc.gov/council/agendas/

Sign up to be sent emails about future Council
Meetings at
https://www.myslc.gov/s/newsletters?dept=City%
20Council

2 N. Medical Drive, SLC 84103
www.slcjcc.org (801) 581-0098

Live From 92nd St NY: Annie Leibovitz

February 11th, 7 PM. Celebrated photographer Annie
Leibovitz shares the stories behind the images in her
Iconic Women series in this live-stream event.

Clothes Boutique: February 24-26: Shop an amazing
selection of gently used clothing at great prices. Doing
a closet cleanout? Drop off at the Front Desk.
Summer Camp: Our camp guide is now available
online. Get ready for a summer of fun!

Swim Lessons: The JCC has swim lessons for everyone,
including non-members! Summer will be here before
you know it - fine-tune those swimming skills today!

Februarr¥ 2026 Enwronmental Tip
by Jill van Langeveld

Pay Attention %The Materials In Your Clothes
BeTore putting that clothing item in your cart,
be sure to look closely at the materials it is made of.
If you have the option, choose clothing made with
plant-based fibers like cotton, coconut, and bamboo.
A lot of materials used now are synthetic, which are
non-biodegradable and contribute to greenhouse gas
emissions as they sit in landfill for years upon years.
On the other hand, there are many more companies
which are now re-purposing recyclable materials such
as plastic, polyester, nylon, as well as natural fibers into
clothing. Don't be afraid of purchasing clothing made of
recycled fibers, because they have the same
performance and durability!

Parleys Canyon |-80 South Quarry Update

Granite Construction Co.

appears to have nearly

finished grading a frontage

road off Exit 132 to provide

access to the proposed

635-acre, 1-80 South Quarry,

two miles up Parleys Canyon.

The road is being constructed

on UDOQT right-of-way. UDOT is required to allow
property owners along the freeway to develop access to
their property.

Millcreek City has published this information after the
Utah Division of Air Quality held a Public Hearing in
Millcreek on January 28th:
https://www.millcreekut.gov/442/Parleys-Canyon-Mine-
Updates

Granite Construction has published this information:
https://parleyssqg.com/faq

SaveParleys.org has published this information:
https://www.saveparleys.org/fall-update-2025/

Save Our Canyons has published this information:
https://saveourcanyons.org/issues/protect-parley-s-
canyon

Let your city, county and state legislative
representatives know your thoughts on this proposed
quarry.

Aging in Utah Today - a new virtual information series.
The University of Utah College of Nursing is launching a
new initiative, titled "Aging in Utah Today."

On the third Wednesday of every month at 8 am (MT),

we will hold a free, 1-hour virtual session on topics of
interest related to aging. The next session is Feb. 18.

Dr. Cathy Maxwell of the U of U Hartford Center of
Gerontological Nursing Excellence curates the topics
and speakers.

Join the ZOOM event each 3rd Wednesday at
https://utah.zoom.us/j/89616521620 or use the QR
Code shown below. See more about this program at
https://nursing.utah.edu/hartford.

The Utah Commission on Aging is Utah's official state-
wide virtual resource center for older adults.

Visit https://ucoa.utah.edu/ for more information.

Utah Commission on Aging Aging in Utah ZOOM
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